Book Club Book Sets (Jan 2023)
Being part of a book club can greatly extend and enhance the pleasure of reading.
To find out more about library run book clubs, please use the contact below.
The many titles listed here are available in sets for the use of book clubs in Doncaster
Although the majority of the sets are fiction there are some non-fiction, these titles can be
found at the end of this book list.
Notes
Notes about many of the titles are available, with others under preparation. To be
used as an aid at book club meetings, these notes include a synopsis of the
book, a selection of book reviews and some information about the author.

Proof Copies
From time to time we have the opportunity to take advantage of publishers’ offers of
free proof copies, sometimes in advance of publication, in return for some feedback
from readers - these books are added to the book club stock and clubs can try them
and supply comments to the publishers.
To Borrow Sets of Books
In order to borrow sets of books from the collection you must register your group with
the library by completing an application form. One person in the group must be
responsible for the books and be willing to collect and return them to the library.

To order your next book collection contact:
Karen Keane
Telephone: 01302736569
Email: Karen.keane@doncaster.gov.uk
Website: http://library.doncaster.gov.uk/web/arena

FICTION:

The Red Ribbon by Lucy Adlington
ISBN 978-1471406287
As fourteen-year-old Ella begins her first day at work she steps into a world of
silks, seams, scissors, pins, hems and trimmings. She is a dressmaker, but this
is no ordinary sewing workshop. Hers are no ordinary clients.
Ella has joined the seamstresses of Birkenau-Auschwitz, as readers may recognise it. Every
dress she makes could mean the difference between life and death. And this place is all
about survival.

Ella seeks refuge from this reality, and from haunting memories, in her work and in the world
of fashion and fabrics. She is faced with painful decisions about how far she is prepared to
go to survive. Is her love of clothes and creativity nothing more than collaboration with her
captors, or is it a means of staying alive? Will she fight for herself alone, or will she trust the
importance of an ever-deepening friendship with Rose?
One thing weaves through the colours of couture gowns and camp mud - a red ribbon, given
to Ella as a symbol of hope.

The Power by Margaret Alderman
ISBN 9780670919963
All over the world women are discovering they have the power. With a flick of
the fingers they can inflict terrible pain - even death. Suddenly, every man on
the planet finds they've lost control. The day of the girls has arrived - but where
will it end?

Love Marriage by Monica Ali
ISBN 978-0349015484
Yasmin Ghorami has a lot to be grateful for: a loving family, a fledgling career
in medicine and a charming, handsome fiancé, fellow doctor Joe Sangster.
But now the moment she has been dreading has arrived: it is time for her
family to meet Joe's firebrand feminist mother.
As the two families are drawn closer together, long-held secrets, lies and
betrayals unravel on both sides - and Yasmin is forced to ask herself what she really wants
in a relationship and what a 'love marriage' actually means ...

The Moon Field by Judith Allnatt
ISBN 9780007522941
It is 1914. George Farrell cycles through the tranquil Cumberland fells to
deliver a letter, unaware that it will change his life. George has fallen for the
rich and beautiful daughter at the Manor House, Miss Violet, but when she
lets slip the contents of the letter George is heartbroken to find that she is
already promised to another man. George escapes his heartbreak by joining the patriotic
rush to war, but his past is not so easily avoided. His rite of passage into adulthood leaves
him believing that no woman will be able to love the man he has become.

59 Memory Lane by Celia Anderson
978-0008305413
May Rosevere has reached the grand old age of one-hundred-and-ten,
thanks to several slices of toast with butter every morning, a glass (or two) of
port, and the wonders of the Cornish sea air – or so she tells everyone.
But there’s much more to May than her remarkable age. She has a secret.
One that no one has ever discovered …

The Bear and the Nightingale by Katherine Arden
ISBN 9781785031052
In a village at the edge of the wilderness of northern Russia, where the winds
blow cold and the snow falls many months of the year, an elderly servant tells
stories of sorcery, folklore and the Winter King to the children of the family, tales
of old magic frowned upon by the church. But for the young, wild Vasya these
are far more than just stories. She alone can see the house spirits that guard her home, and
sense the growing forces of dark magic in the woods.

Fell by Jenn Ashworth
ISBN 9781473630628
When Annette Clifford returns to her childhood home on the edge of
Morecambe Bay, she despairs: the long-empty house is crumbling,
undermined by two voracious sycamores. What she doesn't realise is that
she's not alone: her arrival has woken the spirits of her parents, who anxiously
watch over her, longing to make amends. Because as the past comes back to Jack and
Netty, they begin to see the summer of 1963 clearly, when Netty was desperately ill and a
stranger moved in. Charismatic, mercurial Timothy Richardson, with his seemingly
miraculous powers of healing, who drew all their attention away from Annette... Now, they
must try to draw another stranger towards her, one who can rescue her. Blurring the
boundaries between the corporeal and spirit worlds and subtly echoing the myth of Baucis
and Philemon, this is an eerily beautiful, evocative and highly original novel, which
underlines the eternal potency of hope.

A God in Ruins by Kate Atkinson
ISBN 9780552776646
A God in Ruins relates the life of Teddy Todd – would-be poet, heroic World
War II bomber pilot, husband, father, and grandfather – as he navigates the
perils and progress of the 20th century. For all Teddy endures in battle, his
greatest challenge will be to face living in a future he never expected to have.

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
ISBN 9780435124090
The Republic of Gilead allows Offred only one function - to breed. If she
deviates, she will, like all dissenters, be hanged at the wall or sent out to die
slowly of radiation sickness. But even a repressive state cannot obliterate
desire - neither Offred's nor that of the two men on whom her future hangs.

News from Nowhere by Jane Austin
ISBN 9781910836545
Inspired by letters from family members who served on the Western Front
and written home to Bangor, News from Nowhere describes the impact of war
on a family, including Bronwyn, the sister coming of age as her brothers and
father endure the torments of the trenches and the battlefield.

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman
ISBN 9781444775815
At first sight, Ove is almost certainly the grumpiest man you will ever meet.
He thinks himself surrounded by idiots - neighbours who can't reverse a trailer
properly, joggers, shop assistants who talk in code, and the perpetrators of the
vicious coup d’état that ousted him as Chairman of the Residents' Association.
He will persist in making his daily inspection rounds of the local streets. But isn't it rare,
these days, to find such old-fashioned clarity of belief and deed? Such unswerving
conviction about what the world should be, and a lifelong dedication to making it just so?

The Picture Book by Jo Baker
ISBN 9781846273827
Set against the rolling backdrop of a century of British history from WWI to the
'War on Terror', this is an intimate family portrait captured in snapshots. First
there is William, the factory lad who loses his life in Gallipoli, then his son Billy,
a champion cyclist who survives the D-Day Landings on a military bicycle,
followed by his crippled son Will who becomes an Oxford academic in the 1960s, and finally
his daughter Billie, an artist in contemporary London.

Devotion by Ros Barber
ISBN 9781780747286
April is angry. Dr Finlay Logan is broken. Only nineteen, April is an elective
mute, accused of a religiously motivated atrocity. Logan, a borderline suicidal
criminal psychologist, must assess her sanity in a world where - ten years after
the death of Richard Dawkins - moves have been made to classify religious
fundamentalism as a form of mental illness. Asking fundamental questions about the nature
of reality, Barber skilfully explores the balance between the emotional and rational sides of
human experience. Told in Ros Barber’s trademark mesmerizing prose, Devotion is an
extraordinary, provocative novel from one of the brightest rising stars in fiction.

The Marlowe Papers by Ros Barber
ISBN 9781444730241
On May 30th, 1593, a celebrated young playwright was killed in a tavern brawl
in London. That, at least, was the official version. Now Christopher Marlowe
reveals the truth: that his 'death' was an elaborate ruse to avoid being
convicted of heresy; that he was spirited across the Channel to live on in lonely
exile; that he continued to write plays and poetry, hiding behind the name of a colourless
man from Stratford - one William Shakespeare. With the grip of a thriller and the emotional
force of a sonnet, this remarkable novel in verse gives voice to a man who was brilliant,
passionate and mercurial.

The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery
ISBN 9781906040185
Renée is the concierge of a grand Parisian apartment building, home to
members of the great and the good. Over the years she has maintained her
carefully constructed persona as someone reliable but totally uncultivated, in
keeping, she feels, with society's expectations of what a concierge should be.
But beneath this façade lies the real Renée: passionate about culture and the arts, and more
knowledgeable in many ways than her employers with their outwardly successful but
emotionally void lives. Down in her lodge, apart from weekly visits by her one friend
Manuela, Renée lives resigned to her lonely lot with only her cat for company. Meanwhile,
several floors up, twelve-year-old Paloma Josse is determined to avoid the pampered and
vacuous future laid out for her, and decides to end her life on her thirteenth birthday. But
unknown to them both, the sudden death of one of their privileged neighbours will
dramatically alter their lives forever.

Silk by Alessandro Baricco
ISBN 9781841958354
When an epidemic threatens to wipe out the silk trade in France, Herve
Joncour (a young silkworm breeder) has to travel overland to distant Japan,
out of bounds to foreigners, to smuggle out healthy silkworms. In the course
of his secret negotiations with the local baron, Joncour's attention is arrested
by the man's concubine, a girl who does not have oriental eyes. Although they are unable to
exchange so much as a word, love blossoms between them, a love that is conveyed in a
number of recondite messages.

The Silence of the Girls by Pat Barker
ISBN 9780241983201
When the Greek Queen Helen is kidnapped by Trojans, the Greeks sail in
pursuit, besieging the city of Troy. Trapped in the Greek soldiers’ camp is
another captured queen, Briseis. Condemned to be a bed-slave to Achilles,
the man who butchered her family, she becomes a pawn in a menacing
game between bored and frustrated warriors. In the centuries after this
most famous war, history will write her off, a footnote in a bloody story
scripted by vengeful men – but Briseis has a very different tale to tell.
The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes
ISBN 9780099564973
Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at school. Sex-hungry and
book-hungry, they would navigate the girl-less sixth form together, trading in
affectations, in-jokes, rumour and wit. Maybe Adrian was a little more serious
than the others, certainly more intelligent, but they all swore to stay friends
for life. Now Tony is retired. He's had a career and a single marriage, a calm
divorce. He's certainly never tried to hurt anybody. Memory, though, is imperfect. It can
always throw up surprises, as a lawyer's letter is about to prove.

The Versions of Us by Laura Barnett
ISBN 9781474600897
Eva and Jim are nineteen, and students at Cambridge, when their paths first
cross in 1958. Jim is walking along a lane when a woman approaching him on
a bicycle swerves to avoid a dog. What happens next will determine the rest of
their lives. We follow three different versions of their future - together, and
apart - as their love story takes on different incarnations and twists and turns to the
conclusion in the present day. The Versions of Us is an outstanding debut novel about the
choices we make and the different paths that our lives might follow. What if one small
decision could change the rest of your life?

The Visitors by Sally Beauman
ISBN 9780751551679
Sent abroad to Egypt in 1922 to recover from the typhoid that killed her
mother, eleven-year-old Lucy is caught up in the intrigue and excitement that
surrounds the obsessive hunt for Tutankhamun's tomb. As she struggles to
comprehend an adult world in which those closest to her are often cold and
unpredictable, Lucy longs for a friend she can love. When she meets
Frances, the daughter of an American archaeologist, her life is transformed. As the two girls
spy on the grown-ups and try to understand the truth behind their evasions, a lifelong bond is
formed.

If Only I Could Tell You by Hannah Beckerman
978-1409177326
Audrey's family has fallen apart. Her two grown-up daughters, Jess and Lily,
are estranged, and her two teenage granddaughters have never been
allowed to meet. A secret that echoes back thirty years has splintered the
family in two, but is also the one thing keeping them connected.
As tensions reach breaking point, the irrevocable choice that one of them made all those
years ago is about to surface. After years of secrets and silence, how can one broken family
find their way back to each other?

The Immortalists by Chloe Benjamin
978-1472245007
It's 1969, and holed up in a grimy tenement building in New York's Lower
East Side is a travelling psychic who claims to be able to tell anyone the date
they will die. The four Gold children, too young for what they're about to hear,
sneak out to learn their fortunes.
Such prophecies could be dismissed as trickery and nonsense, yet the Golds
bury theirs deep. Over the years that follow they attempt to ignore, embrace, cheat and defy
the 'knowledge' given to them that day - but it will shape the course of their lives forever.

Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
978-0349701462
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together
in a small, southern black community and running away at age sixteen, it's
not just the shape of their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything:
their families, their communities, their racial identities. Ten years later, one
sister lives with her black daughter in the same southern town she once tried
to escape. The other secretly passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her
past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins
remain intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their own daughters' story
lines intersect?

The Adoption by Anne Berry
ISBN 9780091947057
Having fallen pregnant to a German POW, a young woman gives up her child
for adoption. Years later, after a loveless childhood, her daughter will finally
discover the secrets of her birth.

The Burning Gates by Parker Bilal
In Cairo, private investigator Makana is called into the office of his new client,
a powerful art dealer known as Kasabian. Kasabian wants him to track down a
famous painting that went missing from Baghdad during the US invasion. All
the dealer can tell Makana is that the piece was smuggled into Egypt by an
Iraqi war criminal who doesn't want to be found. The world of art is a far cry
from the shady streets and alleyways of the Cairo that Makana knows, but he soon finds out
that this side of the city has its own dark underbelly. As he sets out to find the lost work of art
- and those involved in the case begin to die in horrific ways - Makana finds himself
entangled in a mystery that many have attempted to keep hidden.

The Killing Lessons by Saul Black
ISBN 9781409152965
When the two strangers turn up at Rowena Cooper's isolated Colorado
farmhouse, she knows instantly that it's the end of everything. For the two
haunted and driven men, on the other hand, it's just another stop on a long
and bloody journey. And they still have many miles to go, and victims to
sacrifice, before their work is done. For San Francisco homicide detective Valerie Hart, their
trail of corpses - women abducted, tortured and left with a seemingly random series of
objects inside them - has brought her from obsession to the edge of physical and
psychological destruction. And she's losing hope of making a breakthrough before that
happens. But the slaughter at the Cooper farmhouse didn't quite go according to plan. There
was a survivor, Rowena's 10-year-old daughter Nell, who now holds the key to the killings.
Injured, half-frozen, terrified, Nell has only one place to go. And that place could be even
more terrifying than what she's running from.

The Lost Art of Sinking by Naomi Booth
ISBN 9781908058294
Shortlisted for the MMU Novella Award 2014. This is the story of Esther, who
lives in the Pennines with her father. Esther is obsessed with experimenting
with different ways to pass out: from snorting Daz powder at school to
attempted auto-asphyxiation in a serviced apartment in north London. But what
happens when you take something too far? And what has Esther's mother, a beautiful
dancer wasting away in her bedroom, to do with it all? The Lost Art of Sinking is a dark
comedy about losing yourself. Sensual, funny and exquisitely written, this bold novella
introduces a fresh new literary voice in Naomi Booth.

Shadow on the Crown by Patricia Bracewell
ISBN 9780007481767
Set in England when Vikings are on the brink of invasion, this is an epic tale of
seduction, war, and unrequited love from an outstanding new voice in historical
fiction. The year is 1001 and England is under threat. The air off the southern
coast hangs heavy, thick with the fear of Viking sea raids. For England’s King
Æthelred the night sky is heavy with a dark portent. England’s future hangs in the balance,
its path determined by a struggle for the King’s own heart. Two women – Emma, his Norman
bride and Elgiva, his Anglo Saxon mistress – will stop at nothing in their battle for the King’s
favour and the Queen’s Coronet. But the sky speaks of a royal death and ahead of all three
is a journey fraught with danger and deception.

My Sister the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite
ISBN 978-1786495983
When Korede's dinner is interrupted one night by a distress call from her
sister, Ayoola, she knows what's expected of her: bleach, rubber gloves,
nerves of steel and a strong stomach. This'll be the third boyfriend Ayoola's
dispatched in, quote, self-defence and the third mess that her lethal little
sibling has left Korede to clear away. She should probably go to the police for
the good of the menfolk of Nigeria, but she loves her sister and, as they say, family always
comes first. Until, that is, Ayoola starts dating the doctor where Korede works as a nurse.
Korede's long been in love with him, and isn't prepared to see him wind up with a knife in his
back: but to save one would mean sacrificing the other...

Agnes Grey by Ann Bronte
ISBN 9781891355240
Agnes Grey is a trenchant exposé of the frequently isolated, intellectually
stagnant and emotionally starved conditions under which many governesses
worked in the mid-nineteenth century. This is a deeply personal novel written
from the author’s own experience and as such Agnes Grey has a power and
poignancy which mark it out as a landmark work of literature dealing with the social and
moral evolution of English society during the last century.

Nine Elms by Robert Bryndza
ISBN 978-0751572735
Kate Marshall was a promising young police detective when she caught the
notorious Nine Elms serial killer. But her greatest victory suddenly became a
nightmare.
Fifteen years after those catastrophic, career-ending events, a copycat killer
has taken up the Nine Elms mantle, continuing the ghastly work of his idol.
Enlisting her brilliant research assistant, Tristan Harper, Kate draws on her prodigious and
long-neglected skills as an investigator to catch a new monster. But there's much more than
her reputation on the line: Kate was the original killer's intended fifth victim . . . and his
successor means to finish the job.

The Miniaturist by Jessie Burton
ISBN 9781447250937
On an autumn day in 1686, eighteen-year-old Nella Oortman knocks at the
door of a grand house in the wealthiest quarter of Amsterdam. She has come
from the country to begin a new life as the wife of illustrious merchant trader
Johannes Brandt, but instead she is met by his sharp-tongued sister, Marin.
Only later does Johannes appear and present her with an extraordinary wedding gift: a
cabinet-sized replica of their home. It is to be furnished by an elusive miniaturist, whose tiny
creations mirror their real-life counterparts in unexpected ways.

The Muse by Jessie Burton
ISBN 9781447250975
On a hot July day in 1967, Odelle Bastien climbs the stone steps of the Skelton
gallery in London, knowing that her life is about to change forever. Having
struggled to find her place in the city since she arrived from Trinidad five years
ago, she has been offered a job as a typist under the tutelage of the glamorous
and enigmatic Marjorie Quick. But though Quick takes Odelle into her
confidence, and unlocks a potential she didn't know she had, she remains a
mystery - no more so than when a lost masterpiece with a secret history is delivered to the
gallery.

Letters To My Husband by Stephanie Butland
ISBN 9780552779159
Elizabeth knows that her husband is kind and good and that he loves
her unconditionally. She knows she hasn’t been herself lately but that, even
so, they are happy. But Elizabeth’s world is turned upside down when Mike
dies in a tragic drowning accident. Suddenly everything Elizabeth knows about
her husband is thrown into doubt. Why would he sacrifice his own life, knowing
he’d never see his wife again? And what exactly was he doing at the lake that night?
Elizabeth knows that writing to Mike won’t bring him back, but she needs to talk to him now
more than ever.

To Catch a Rabbit by Helen Cadbury
ISBN 9780749017835
Two young boys stumble on a dead prostitute. She's on Sean Denton's patch.
As Doncaster's youngest community support officer, he's already way out of his
depth, but soon he's uncovering more than he's supposed to know. Meanwhile
Karen Friedman, professional mother of two, learns her brother has disappeared. She
desperately needs to know he's safe, but once she starts looking, she discovers unexpected
things about her own needs and desires. Played out against a gritty landscape on the edge
of a Northern town, Karen and Sean risk losing all they hold precious.

Dear Amy by Helen Callaghan
ISBN 9781405923415
A local schoolgirl has been missing for weeks when Margot Lewis, agony aunt
of the 'Dear Amy' advice column, receives a letter:

Dear Amy,
I've been kidnapped by a strange man.
I don't know where I am.
Please help me,
Bethan Avery
This must be a hoax. Because Bethan Avery is another young girl, who went missing twenty
years ago. As more letters arrive, Margot becomes consumed by finding the sender and unlike the police - convinced that the girls' disappearances are connected. Solving this
puzzle could save someone's life - but could it also cost Margot her own?

Our House by Louise Candlish
978-1471168062
On a bright morning in the London suburbs, a family moves into the house
they’ve just bought on Trinity Avenue.
Nothing strange about that. Except it's your house. And you didn’t sell it.

A Tidy Ending by Joanna Cannon
ISBN 978-0008255022
There’s something not quite right about Linda
Her house is ordinary, even though she doesn't feel quite at home.
Her husband is ordinary, even if he never notices her.
Her life is ordinary, but that just means Linda doesn't have to think about what happened
before.
Anyway, none of that matters now she has her new best friend Rebecca.

Not even when the murders start.
And Linda still might be able to get the tidy ending she deserves…

The Trouble With Goats and Sheep by Joanna Cannon
ISBN 9780008132170
Mrs Creasy is missing and The Avenue is alive with whispers. As the summer
shimmers endlessly on, ten-year-olds Grace and Tilly decide to take matters
into their own hands. And as the cul-de-sac starts giving up its secrets, the
amateur detectives will find much more than they imagined….

Three Things About Elsie by Joanna Cannon
ISBN 978-0008196943
84-year-old Florence has fallen in her flat at Cherry Tree Home for the
Elderly. As she waits to be rescued, she considers the charming new resident
who looks exactly like a man she once knew – a man who died sixty years
ago. His arrival has stirred distant memories she and Elsie thought they’d laid
to rest. Lying prone in the front room, Florence wonders if a terrible secret
from her past is about to come to light …

Thirteen by Steve Cavanagh
978-1409170679
Murder wasn't the hard part. It was just the start of the game.
Joshua Kane has been preparing for this moment his whole life. He's done it
before. But this is the big one.
This is the murder trial of the century. And Kane has killed to get the best
seat in the house. But there's someone on his tail. Someone who suspects that the killer isn't
the man on trial. Kane knows time is running out - he just needs to get to the conviction
without being discovered.

The Summer Queen by Elizabeth Chadwick
ISBN 9780751548303
Young, golden-haired and blue-eyed Eleanor has everything to look forward to
as the heiress to wealthy Aquitaine. But when her beloved father dies suddenly
in the summer of 1137, her childhood is over. Forced to marry the young prince
Louis of France, she barely adjusts before another death catapults them to
being crowned King and Queen of France. Leaving everything behind, Eleanor must face the
complex and vivacious French court. She is only 13. Barely out of childhood, and forced to
deal with great scandals, fraught relationships and forbidden love at every turn, Eleanor
finally sees what her future could hold if she could just seize the moment. Overflowing with
scandal, politics, sex, triumphs and tragedies, The Summer Queen is the first novel in a
stunning new trilogy.

Date with Death by Julia Chapman
978-1509823833
Samson O'Brien has been dismissed from the police force, and returns to his
hometown of Bruncliffe in the Yorkshire Dales to set up the Dales Detective
Agency while he fights to clear his name. However, the people of Bruncliffe
aren't that welcoming to a man they see as trouble.
Delilah Metcalfe, meanwhile, is struggling to keep her business, the Dales Dating Agency,
afloat – as well as trying to control her wayward Weimaraner dog, Tolpuddle. Then when
Samson gets his first case, investigating the supposed suicide of a local man, things take an
unexpected turn, and soon he discovers a trail of deaths that lead back to the door of
Delilah's agency.
With suspicion hanging over someone they both care for, the two feuding neighbours soon
realize that they need to work together to solve the mystery of the dating deaths. But working
together is easier said than done . . .

4.50 from Paddington by Agatha Christie
ISBN 978-0008310240
‘Oh, Jane! I’ve just seen a murder!’
For an instant the two trains ran together, side by side. In that frozen moment,
Elspeth witnessed a murder. Helplessly, she stared out of her carriage window
as a man remorselessly tightened his grip around a woman’s throat. The body
crumpled. Then the other train drew away.
But who, apart from Miss Marple, would take her story seriously? After all, there were no
suspects, no other witnesses… and no corpse.

The Flower Girls by Alice Clark-Platts
978-1526602169
It's been nineteen years since ten-year-old Laurel was given a life sentence
and six-year-old Rosie was given a new identity.
The sisters were the very picture of innocence: two little girls who loved to
listen to their mother's bedtime stories and play make-believe in the garden.
But then an act of unparalleled horror tears their family apart, leaving Laurel behind bars and
Rosie moved to a different part of the country.
Neither sister has laid eyes on the other since then, during which time their lives have
followed very different paths. But now - with Laurel coming up for parole - they look set to be
reunited in court, and the world will be watching.

Together by Julie Cohen
978-1409171768
Robbie and Emily they have been together for decades. Now, their joints are
creaking and their eyesight is failing - but their love for each other is as fresh
and fierce as the day they first met. They have had children and
grandchildren, lived full and happy and intimate lives.

But they have been keeping a secret since the day they met, when their lives changed
forever. Over the years, the sacrifices and choices they made have sealed their fates
together.
Did they do the right thing? Read their story, and you decide.

Dangerous Lady by Martina Cole
ISBN 9781472244772
No one thinks a seventeen-year-old girl can take on the hard men of London's
gangland, but it's a mistake to underestimate Maura Ryan: she's tough, clever
and beautiful - which makes her one very dangerous lady. Together, she and
her brother Michael are unbeatable but notoriety has its price. The police are
determined to put Maura away once and for all - and not everyone in the family think that's
such a bad idea. When it comes to the crunch, Maura has to face the pain of lost love in her
past - and the dangerous lady discovers her heart is not make entirely of stone.

Murder Before Evensong by Richard Coles
978-1474612630
Canon Daniel Clement is Rector of Champton. He has been there for eight
years, living at the Rectory alongside his widowed mother - opinionated,
fearless, ever-so-slightly annoying Audrey - and his two dachshunds, Cosmo
and Hilda.
When Daniel announces a plan to install a lavatory in church, the parish is suddenly (and
unexpectedly) divided: as lines are drawn, long-buried secrets come dangerously close to
destroying the apparent calm of the village.
And then Anthony Bowness - cousin to Bernard de Floures, patron of Champton - is found
dead at the back of the church, stabbed in the neck with a pair of secateurs.
As the police moves in and the bodies start piling up, Daniel is the only one who can try and
keep his fractured community together... and catch a killer.

The Summer of Impossible Things by Rowan Coleman
ISBN 978-1785032431
How far would you go to save the person you love?
Luna is about to do everything she can to save her mother's life.
Even if it means sacrificing her own.

The Lincoln Lawyer by Michael Connelly
ISBN 978-1409156055
Mickey is a Lincoln Lawyer, a criminal defence attorney who operates out of
the back of his car, a Lincoln, taking whatever cases the system throws in his
path. He's been a defence lawyer for a long time, and he knows just how to
work the legal systems. When a Beverly Hills rich boy is arrested for brutally beating a

woman, Haller has his first high-paying client in years. The evidence mounts on the
defence's side, and Haller might even be in the rare position of defending a client who is
actually innocent.
But then the case starts to fall apart, neither the suspect nor the victim are quite who they
seem - and Haller quickly discovers that when you swim with the sharks, it's easy to wind up
as prey.

Campari for Breakfast by Sara Crowe
ISBN 9780552779647
Life is full of terrible things. Ghosts of dead relatives, heartbreak…burnt toast.

A Foreign Country by Charles Cumming
ISBN 978-0007346431
Six weeks before she is due to become the first female head of MI6, Amelia
Levene disappears without a trace.
Disgraced ex-agent Thomas Kell is brought in from the cold with orders to find
her – quickly and quietly. The mission offers Kell a way back into the secret world, the only
life he’s ever known.
Tracking her through France and North Africa, Kell embarks on a dangerous voyage,
shadowed by foreign intelligence services. This far from home soil, the rules of the game are
entirely different – and the consequences worse than anyone imagines…

Into the Dark by Fiona Cummins
ISBN 978-1529040173
One late autumn morning, Piper’s best friend arrives at Seawings to discover
an eerie scene – the radio is playing, phones are charging on the worktop, the
cars are in the garage. But the house is deserted.
In fifteen-year-old Riva Holden’s bedroom, scrawled across the mirror in blood, are three
words:
Make
Them
Stop.
What happens next?

American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins
ISBN 978-1472261397
Yesterday, Lydia had a bookshop.
Yesterday, Lydia was married to a journalist.
Yesterday, she was with everyone she loved most in the world.
Today, her eight-year-old son Luca is all she has left.
For him, she will carry a machete strapped to her leg.
For him, she will leap onto the roof of a high speed train.
For him, she will find the strength to keep running.
Elemental by Amanda Curtin
ISBN 9781925228335
Nearing the end of her life, Meggie Tulloch takes up her pen to write a story
for her granddaughter. It begins in the first years of the twentieth century, in a
place where howling winds spin salt and sleet sucked up from icefloes. A
place where lives are ruled by men, and men by the witchy sea. A place where
the only thing lower than a girl in the order of things is a clever girl with accursed red hair. A
place schooled in keeping secrets. Moving from the north-east of Scotland to the Shetland
Isles to Fremantle, Australia, Elemental is a novel about the life you make from the life you
are given.

Dead Secret by Catherine Deveney
ISBN 9781908699244
When their father dies of a sudden heart attack, sisters Rebecca and Sarah
Connaghan set aside their differences and return to the family home in
Glasgow. Then Rebecca finds letters between her father and the mother she
barely remembers that cast doubt on everything she’s been told about her
family. Reeling from confusion and grief, she sets off alone for the remote Highlands village
that may hold the key to the past.

Streets of Darkness by A.A. Dhand
ISBN 9780593076644
The sky over Bradford is heavy with foreboding. It always is. But this morning
it has reason to be – this morning a body has been found. And it’s not just any
body. Detective Harry Virdee should be at home with his wife. Impending
fatherhood should be all he can think about but he’s been suspended from
work just as the biggest case of the year lands on what would have been his desk. He can’t
keep himself away. Determined to restore his reputation, Harry is obliged to take to the
shadows in search of notorious ex-convict and prime suspect, Lucas Dwight. But as the
motivations of the murder threaten to tip an already unstable city into riotous anarchy, Harry
finds his preconceptions turned on their head as he discovers what it’s like to be on the other
side of the law.

Zero Girl by A.A. Dhand
ISBN 9780552172790
There are some surprises that no-one should ever have to experience.
Standing over the body of your beloved – and murdered – niece is one of
them. For Detective Inspector Harry Virdee, a man perilously close to the edge,
it feels like the beginning of the end. His boss may be telling him he’s too close
to work the case, but this isn’t something that Harry can just let lie. He needs to dive into the
murky depths of the Bradford underworld and find the monster that lurks there who killed his
flesh and blood. But before he can, he must tell his brother, Ron, the terrible news. And
there is no predicting how he will react. Impulsive, dangerous and alarmingly well connected,
Ron will act first and think later. Harry may have a murderer to find but if he isn't careful, he
may also have a murder to prevent.

The Truth about the Harry Querbert Affair by Joel Dicker
ISBN 978-1848663268
August 30, 1975. The day of the disappearance. The day Somerset, New
Hampshire, lost its innocence.
That summer, struggling author Harry Quebert fell in love with fifteen-year-old
Nola Kellergan. Thirty-three years later, her body is dug up from his yard, along with a
manuscript copy of the novel that made him a household name. Quebert is the only suspect.
Marcus Goldman - Quebert's most gifted protégé - throws off his writer's block to clear his
mentor's name. Solving the case and penning a new bestseller soon merge into one. As his
book begins to take on a life of its own, the nation is gripped by the mystery of 'The Girl Who
Touched the Heart of America'.
But with Nola, in death as in life, nothing is ever as it seems.
A Parcel for Anna Browne by Miranda Dickinson
ISBN 9781447276050
Anna Browne is an ordinary woman living an ordinary life. Her day job as a
receptionist in bustling London isn't exactly her dream, yet she has everything
she wants. But someone thinks Anna Browne deserves more. When a parcel
addressed to Anna Browne arrives, she has no idea who has sent it. Inside
she finds a beautiful gift - one that is designed to be seen. And so begins a series of
incredible deliveries, each one bringing Anna further out of the shadows and encouraging
her to become the woman she was destined to be. As Anna grows in confidence, others
begin to notice her - and her life starts to change. But who is sending the mysterious gifts,
and why?

All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
ISBN 978-0008138301
Open your eyes and see what you can with them before they close
forever.’For Marie-Laure, blind since the age of six, the world is full of mazes.
The miniature of a Paris neighbourhood, made by her father to teach her the
way home. The microscopic layers within the invaluable diamond that her
father guards in the Museum of Natural History. The walled city by the sea,

where father and daughter take refuge when the Nazis invade Paris. And a future which
draws her ever closer to Werner, a German orphan, destined to labour in the mines until a
broken radio fills his life with possibility and brings him to the notice of the Hitler
Youth.Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.

Room by Emma Donoghue
ISBN 978-0330519021
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2010 MAN BOOKER PRIZE
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2011 ORANGE PRIZE FOR FICTION
Jack is five. He lives with his Ma. They live in a single, locked room. They don't
have the key.
Jack and Ma are prisoners.
The Wonder by Emma Donoghue
ISBN 9781509818402
An eleven-year-old girl stops eating, but remains miraculously alive and well. A
nurse, sent to investigate whether she is a fraud, meets a journalist hungry for
a story. Set in the Irish Midlands in the 1850s, Emma Donoghue's The Wonder
- inspired by numerous European and North American cases of 'fasting girls'
between the sixteenth century and the twentieth - is a psychological thriller about a child's
murder threatening to happen in slow motion before our eyes. Pitting all the seductions of
fundamentalism against sense and love, it is a searing examination of what nourishes us,
body and soul.

The Death's Head Chess Club by John Donoghue
ISBN 9781782393139
SS Obersturmfuhrer Paul Meissner arrives in Auschwitz from the Russian
front. After being badly wounded he is fit only for administrative duty and his
first and most pressing task is to improve flagging camp morale. He sets up a
chess club which thrives, as the officers and enlisted men are allowed to
gamble on the results of the games. However, when Meissner learns from a chance remark
that chess is also played by the prisoners he hears of a Jewish watchmaker who is
'unbeatable'. Meissner sets out to discover the truth behind this rumour and what he finds
will haunt him to his death...

The Forgotten Summer by Carol Drinkwater
ISBN 9781405924146
The annual grape harvest at the Cambon family's magnificent vineyard is
always a cause for celebration. But not this year. When an accident destroys
the crop, leaving the estate facing ruin, Clarisse Cambon knows exactly who to
blame - her daughter-in-law Jane. It's just the latest incident in a decades-long
feud whose origin both women have concealed from Luc, who struggles to keep his wife and
mother on speaking terms. But is Luc the saint he appears to be? When tragedy strikes,
Jane is thrown into doubt. What secrets has her husband been keeping? Forced to take
charge of the ailing vineyard, Jane uncovers further proof that Luc may not be the man she

fell in love with twenty years ago. And, worse still, she knows that her old enemy Clarisse is
the only one who knows the truth . . .

The Companion by Sarah Dunnakey
ISBN 9781409168553
Billy Shaw lives in a palace. Potter's Pleasure Palace, the best entertainment
venue in Yorkshire, complete with dancing and swing-boats and picnickers and
a roller-skating rink. Jasper Harper lives in the big house above the valley, with
his eccentric mother Edie and Uncle Charles, brother and sister authors who
have come from London to write in the seclusion of the moors. When it is arranged for Billy
to become Jasper's companion, Billy arrives to find a wild, peculiar boy in a curiously
haphazard household where nothing that's meant is said and the air is thick with secrets.
Later, when Charles and Edie are found dead, it is ruled a double suicide, but fictions have
become tangled up in facts and it's left to Anna Sallis, almost a century later, to unravel the
knots and piece together the truth.

Moving by Jenny Eclair
978-0751550955
Artist and illustrator Edwina Spinner used to have a busy family life. Now she
lives alone, in a house that has grown too big for her. She has decided to sell
it. As Edwina takes the estate agent from room to room, she finds herself
transported back to her life as a young mother. Back to her twins, Rowena and
Charlie, and a stepson she cannot bring herself to mention by name.
As the house reveals its secrets, Edwina is forced to confront her family's past, and a
devastating betrayal that changed everything. But Edwina doesn't know the whole story. And
to discover the truth, she will have to face the one person she vowed never to see again.

Silas Marner by George Eliot
ISBN 9781540841230
Although the shortest of George Eliot's novels, Silas Marner is one of her most
admired and loved works. It tells the sad story of the unjustly exiled Silas
Marner - a handloom linen weaver of Raveloe in the agricultural heartland of
England - and how he is restored to life by the unlikely means of the orphan
child Eppie. Silas Marner is a tender and moving tale of sin and repentance set in a vanished
rural world and holds the reader's attention until the last page as Eppie's bonds of affection
for Silas are put to the test.

Mill on the Floss by George Eliot
ISBN 979-8606952649
“And If Life Had No Love in It,
What Else Was There for Maggie?”
Maggie Tulliver and her brother Tom enjoy a rural childhood on the banks of
the river Floss. But the approach of adulthood created tension: intelligent and
fiery Maggie tests the boundaries of nineteenth-century society in her search for love, while
Tom embraces convention and accepts his father’s desire for him to become a
businessman. Increasingly self-righteous, Tom disapproves of his sister’s suitors and when

he discovers that she took a fateful boat trip with Stephen Guest, her cousin’s fiancé, he
turns his back on her. Maggie is ostracized by her beloved brother and her own community,
and only through tragic events are the siblings reunited . . .

Seeking the Dead by Kate Ellis
ISBN 9780749909352
When Carmel Hennessy begins a new job in North Yorkshire, she finds the
historic city of Eborby gripped by fear. A killer is on the prowl - a killer who
binds and asphyxiates his victims before leaving their naked bodies in isolated
country churchyards. The press are calling him the Resurrection Man. Tragic
events from the past link Carmel with new-kid-on-the-block DI Joe Plantagenet, who, with his
new boss, DCI Emily Thwaite, faces the unenviable task of identifying the killer before he
claims another victim.

The Weather in Kansas by Crista Ermiya
ISBN 9781906700997
Short Stories. The winner of the Decibel Penguin Short Story Prize.

The Garden of Lost and Found by Harriet Evans
ISBN 978-1472251039
Nightingale House, 1919.
Liddy Horner discovers her husband, the world-famous artist Sir Edward
Horner, burning his best-known painting The Garden of Lost and Found days
before his sudden death.
Nightingale House was the Horner family's beloved home - a gem of design created to
inspire happiness - and it was here Ned painted The Garden of Lost and Found, capturing
his children on a perfect day, playing in the rambling Eden he and Liddy made for them.
One magical moment. Before it all came tumbling down...
When Ned and Liddy's great-granddaughter Juliet is sent the key to Nightingale House, she
opens the door onto a forgotten world. The house holds its mysteries close but she is in
search of answers.

The Empathy Problem by Gavin Extence
ISBN 9781473605220
Driven by money, power and success, Gabriel has worked ruthlessly to get to
the very top of the banking game. He's not going to let the inconvenience of a
terminal brain tumour get in his way. But the tumour has other ideas. As it
grows, it appears to be doing strange things to Gabriel's personality. Whether
he likes it or not, he seems to be becoming less selfish, less mercenary, less unlikeable.

Once he could dismiss the rest of humanity as irrelevant. Now he's not so sure. Women, in
particular, are becoming worryingly three-dimensional. And none more so than Caitlin, the
'unremarkable' girl he sees busking on the steps of St Paul's Cathedral. When she plays her
violin, Gabriel could almost believe that he has a soul... But as each day that passes brings
him closer to his last, has time run out for second chances?

Alone in Berlin by Hans Fallada
ISBN 9780141189383
Berlin, 1940, and the city is filled with fear. At the house on 55 Jablonski
Strasse, its various occupants try to live under Nazi rule in their different ways:
the bullying Hitler loyalists the Persickes, the retired judge Fromm and the
unassuming couple Otto and Anna Quangel.

Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks
ISBN 9780099593454
A novel of overwhelming emotional power, Birdsong is a story of love, death,
sex and survival. Stephen Wraysford, a young Englishman, arrives in Amiens
in northern France in 1910 to stay with the Azaire family, and falls in love with
unhappily married Isabelle. But, with the world on the brink of war, the
relationship falters, and Stephen volunteers to fight on the Western Front. His love for
Isabelle forever engraved on his heart, he experiences the unprecedented horrors of that
conflict - from which neither he nor any reader of this book can emerge unchanged.

A Week in December by Sebastian Faulks
ISBN 9780099458289
London, the week before Christmas, 2007. Seven wintry days to track the lives
of seven characters: a hedge fund manager trying to bring off the biggest
trade of his career; a professional footballer recently arrived from Poland; a
young lawyer with little work and too much time to speculate; a student who
has been led astray by Islamist theory; a hack book-reviewer; a schoolboy
hooked on skunk and reality TV; and a Tube driver whose Circle Line train joins these and
countless other lives together in a daily loop.

The Woman in the Window by A.J Finn
978-0008234188
It’s been ten months since Anna Fox last left her home. Ten months during
which she has haunted the rooms of her old New York house, lost in her
memories, too terrified to step outside.
Anna’s lifeline to the real world is her window, where she sits, watching her
neighbours. When the Russells move in, Anna is instantly drawn to them. A
picture-perfect family, they are an echo of the life that was once hers.
But one evening, a scream rips across the silence, and Anna witnesses something
horrifying. Now she must uncover the truth about what really happened. But if she does, will
anyone believe her? And can she even trust herself?

Here I Am by Jonathan Safran Foer
ISBN 9780241966389
Jacob and Julia Bloch are about to be tested by Jacob's grandfather, who won't
go quietly into a retirement home, by the family reunion, that everyone is
dreading, by their son's heroic attempts to get expelled and by the sexting affair
that will rock their marriage. A typical modern American family, the Blochs cling
together even as they are torn apart. Which is when catastrophe decides to strike.
Confronting the enduring question of what it means to be human with inventiveness,
playfulness and compassion, Here I Am is a great American family novel for our times, an
unmissable read for fans of Jonathan Franzen and Michael Chabon, a masterpiece about
how we live now.

The Hired Man by Aminatta Forna
ISBN 9781408843161
Gost is surrounded by mountains and fields of wild flowers. The summer sun
burns. The Croatian winter brings freezing winds. Beyond the boundaries of
the town an old house which has lain empty for years is showing signs of life.
One of the windows, glass darkened with dirt, today stands open, and the
lively chatter of English voices carries across the fallow fields. Laura and her teenage
children have arrived. A short distance away lies the hut of Duro Kolak who lives alone with
his two hunting dogs. As he helps Laura with repairs to the old house, they uncover a
mosaic beneath the ruined plaster and, in the rising heat of summer, painstakingly restore it.

Sweet Little Lies by Caz Frear
ISBN 978-1785763359
WHAT I THOUGHT I KNEW
In 1998, Maryanne Doyle disappeared and Dad knew something about it?
Maryanne Doyle was never seen again.
WHAT I ACTUALLY KNOW
In 1998, Dad lied about knowing Maryanne Doyle.
Alice Lapaine has been found strangled near Dad's pub.
Dad was in the local area for both Maryanne Doyle's disappearance and Alice Lapaine's
murder – FACT Connection?

House of Correction by Nicci French
ISBN 978-1471179303
She’s a murderer.
Everyone knows she killed Stuart Rees – why else would his dead body be found
in her shed?
So now Tabitha is in prison, awaiting trial.
Coming back to the remote coastal village where she grew up was a mistake. She didn’t fit in
then, and she doesn’t fit in now.
That day is such a blur, she can’t remember clearly what happened. There is something she is
missing, something important… She only knows one thing. She is not capable of murder.

And the only one she can trust to help her out of this situation is herself.
So she must fight. Against the odds.
For her life.

The Museum of Ordinary People by Mike Gayle
ISBN 978-1529344752
Still reeling from the sudden death of her mother, Jess is about to do the
hardest thing she's ever done: empty her childhood home so that it can be sold.
But when in the process Jess stumbles across the mysterious Alex, together
they become custodians of a strange archive of letters, photographs, curios and collections
known as The Museum of Ordinary People.
As they begin to delve into the history of the objects in their care, Alex and Jess not only
unravel heart-breaking stories that span generations and continents, but also unearth long
buried secrets that lie much closer to home.

The Wych Elm by Tana French
ISBN 978-0241379509
One night changes everything for Toby. He's always led a charmed life - until
a brutal attack leaves him damaged and traumatised, unsure even of the
person he used to be. He seeks refuge at his family's ancestral home, the Ivy
House, filled with memories of wild-strawberry summers and teenage parties
with his cousins.
But not long after Toby's arrival, a discovery is made: a skull, tucked neatly inside the old
wych elm in the garden.
As detectives begin to close in, Toby is forced to examine everything he thought he knew
about his family, his past, and himself.

The Silkworm by Robert Galbraith
ISBN 9780751549263
When novelist Owen Quine goes missing, his wife calls in private detective
Cormoran Strike. At first, she just thinks he has gone off by himself for a few
days - as he has done before - and she wants Strike to find him and bring him
home. But as Strike investigates, it becomes clear that there is more to Quine's
disappearance than his wife realises. The novelist has just completed a manuscript featuring
poisonous pen-portraits of almost everyone he knows. If the novel were published it would
ruin lives - so there are a lot of people who might want to silence him. And when Quine is
found brutally murdered in bizarre circumstances, it becomes a race against time to
understand the motivation of a ruthless killer, a killer unlike any he has encountered before.

The Man I Think I Know by Mike Gayle
ISBN 978-1473608993
This is the stunning new novel from bestselling author Mike Gayle, for fans of
The Keeper of Lost Things and Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine. A
powerful and bittersweet story of an unexpected male friendship and an
unlikely love story, a thought provoking storyline told with Mike's distinctive wit
and insight, touching on issues which affect us all. This uplifting tale reminds
us of the simple courage at the heart of every human being.
Ever since The Incident, James DeWitt has stayed on the safe side.He likes to know what
happens next.Danny Allen is not on the safe side. He is more past the point of no return.The
past is about to catch up with both of them in a way that which will change their lives forever,
unexpectedly.But redemption can come in the most unlikely ways.

The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George
ISBN 9780349140377
On a beautifully restored barge on the Seine, Jean Perdu runs a bookshop; or
rather a 'literary apothecary', for this bookseller possesses a rare gift for
sensing which books will soothe the troubled souls of his customers. The only
person he is unable to cure, it seems, is himself. He has nursed a broken heart
ever since the night, twenty-one years ago, when the love of his life fled Paris, leaving
behind a handwritten letter that he has never dared read. His memories and his love have
been gathering dust - until now. The arrival of an enigmatic new neighbour in his eccentric
apartment building on Rue Montagnard inspires Jean to unlock his heart, unmoor the floating
bookshop and set off for Provence, in search of the past and his beloved.

The Woman Who Kept Everything by Jane Gilley
ISBN 978-0008308636
79-year-old Gloria Frensham is a hoarder. She lives amongst piles of
magazines, cardboard boxes and endless knick-knacks that are stacked into
every room of her home, and teeter in piles along the landing and up the stairs.
She hasn’t left the house in years, but when a sudden smell of burning signifies real danger,
she is forced to make a sudden departure and leave behind her beloved possessions.
Determined she’s not ready for a care home, Gloria sets out to discover what life still has to
offer her. It’s time to navigate the outside world on her own, one step at a time, with just one
very small suitcase in tow…

The Other Half of Augusta Hope by Joanna Glen
ISBN 978-0008314156
Augusta Hope has never felt like she fits in.
At six, she’s memorising the dictionary. At seven, she’s correcting her
teachers. At eight, she spins the globe and picks her favourite country on the
sound of its name: Burundi.

And now that she's an adult, Augusta has no interest in the goings-on of the small town
where she lives with her parents and her beloved twin sister, Julia.
When an unspeakable tragedy upends everything in Augusta's life, she's propelled headfirst
into the unknown. She's determined to find where she belongs – but what if her true home,
and heart, are half a world away?

The Last Queen by C.W Gortner
ISBN 9780340962947
One of history's most enigmatic women tells the haunting, passionate story of
her tumultuous life. Juana of Castile is just thirteen when she witnesses the fall
of Moorish Granada and uniting of the fractured kingdoms of Spain under her
warrior parents, Isabel and Fernando….

The Last Thing She Told Me by Linda Green
ISBN 978-1786483737
Moments before she dies, Nicola's grandmother Betty whispers to her that
there are babies at the bottom of the garden.
Nicola's mother claims she was talking nonsense. However, when Nicola's
daughter finds a bone while playing in Betty's garden, it's clear that something
sinister has taken place.
But will unearthing painful family secrets end up tearing Nicola's family apart?

Brighton Rock by Graham Greene
ISBN 9780099478478
A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton. Seventeenyear-old Pinkie, malign and ruthless, has killed a man. Believing he can
escape retribution, he is unprepared for the courageous, life-embracing Ida
Arnold. Greene's gripping thriller, exposes a world of loneliness and fear, of
life lived on the 'dangerous edge of things'.

When All is Said by Anne Griffin
ISBN 978-1473683020
At the bar of a grand hotel in a small Irish town sits 84-year-old Maurice
Hannigan. He's alone, as usual -though tonight is anything but. Pull up a stool
and charge your glass, because Maurice is finally ready to tell his story.
Over the course of this evening, he will raise five toasts to the five people who
have meant the most to him. Through these stories - of unspoken joy and regret, a secret
tragedy kept hidden, a fierce love that never found its voice - the life of one man will be
powerfully and poignantly laid bare.
Heart-breaking and heart-warming all at once, the voice of Maurice Hannigan will stay with
you long after all is said.

The Chalk Pit by Elly Griffiths
ISBN 978-1784296629
Boiled human bones have been found in Norwich's web of underground
tunnels. When Dr Ruth Galloway discovers they were recently buried, DCI
Nelson has a murder inquiry on his hands. The boiling might have been just a
medieval curiosity - now it suggests a much more sinister purpose.
Meanwhile, DS Judy Johnson is investigating the disappearance of a local rough sleeper.
The only trace of her is the rumour that she's gone 'underground'. This might be a figure of
speech, but with the discovery of the bones and the rumours both Ruth and the police have
heard that the network of old chalk-mining tunnels under Norwich is home to a vast
community of rough sleepers, the clues point in only one direction. Local academic Martin
Kellerman knows all about the tunnels and their history - but can his assertions of
cannibalism and ritual killing possibly be true?
As the weather gets hotter, tensions rise. A local woman goes missing and the police are
under attack. Ruth and Nelson must unravel the dark secrets of The Underground and
discover just what gruesome secrets lurk at its heart - before it claims another victim.

One Night Markovitch by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen
ISBN 9781782270522
Two men are crossing the sea to marry women they have never met, in order
to help them escape war-torn Europe for the Jewish homeland. Zeev Feinberg
- lover of many women and proud owner of a lustrous moustache - yearns to
return home, to a girl whose skin is sweet with the smell of oranges. For
Yaacov Markovitch, however, who no woman has ever looked at twice, his
fake marriage is the beginning of a lifelong obsession. As he vows to make his beautiful
bride, Bella, love him while she is determined to break free - their changing fortunes take
them through war, upheaval, terrible secrets, tragedy, joy and loss. Vital, funny and tender,
One Night, Markovitch brilliantly fuses personal lives and epic history in an unforgettable
story of endless, hopeless longing and the desperate search for love.

Waking Lions by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen
ISBN 9781782271567
Dr Eitan Green is a good man. He saves lives. Then, speeding along a
deserted moonlit road in his SUV after an exhausting hospital shift, he hits
someone. Seeing that the man, an African migrant, is beyond help, he flees the
scene. It is a decision that changes everything. Because the dead man's wife
knows what happened. And when she knocks at Eitan's door the next day, tall and beautiful,
holding his wallet, he discovers that her price is not money. It is something else entirely,
something that will shatter Eitan's safe existence and take him into a world of secrets and
lies he could never have anticipated. Waking Lions is a gripping, suspenseful and morally
devastating drama of guilt and survival, shame and desire. It looks at the darkness inside all
of us to ask: what would we do? What are any of us capable of?

The Unexpected Return of Josephine Fox by Claire Gradidge
ISBN 978-1785769986
April 1941, Romsey, England.
Josephine 'Jo' Fox hasn't set foot in Romsey in over twenty years. As an
illegitimate child, her family - headed by her controlling grandfather - found
her an embarrassment. Now, she wants to return to what was once her home
and uncover the secret of her parentage. Who was her father and why would her mother
never talk about him?

Jo arrives the day after the Luftwaffe have bombed the town. The local pub, The Cricketers'
Arms, has been completely destroyed and rescue teams are searching for the remains of the
seven people known to have been in the pub at the time the bomb hit. They are shocked,
however, to uncover eight bodies, not seven. The eighth, unidentified, body is that of a
teenage girl, who no one in the town claims to know. Who is she, how did she get there, but
most importantly - who killed her?

Teaming up with local coroner and old friend, Bram Nash, Jo sets out to establish the
identity of the girl and solve the riddle of her death. In doing so, she also uncovers her own
personal mystery.

Transcendent Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi
ISBN 978-0241988657
As a child Gifty would ask her parents to tell the story of their journey from
Ghana to Alabama, seeking escape in myths of heroism and romance. When
her father and brother succumb to the hard reality of immigrant life in the
American South, their family of four becomes two - and the life Gifty dreamed
of slips away.
Years later, desperate to understand the opioid addiction that destroyed her brother's life,
she turns to science for answers. But when her mother comes to stay, Gifty soon learns that
the roots of their tangled traumas reach farther than she ever thought. Tracing her family's
story through continents and generations will take her deep into the dark heart of modern
America.

Home Going by Yaa Gyasi
ISBN 978-0241975237
Effia and Esi: two sisters with two very different destinies. One sold into
slavery; one a slave trader's wife. The consequences of their fate
reverberate through the generations that follow. Taking us from the Gold
Coast of Africa to the cotton-picking plantations of Mississippi; from the
missionary schools of Ghana to the dive bars of Harlem, spanning three
continents and seven generations, Yaa Gyasi has written a miraculous
novel - the intimate, gripping story of a brilliantly vivid cast of characters and through their
lives the very story of America itself.
Epic in its canvas and intimate in its portraits, Homegoing is a searing and profound debut
from a masterly new writer.

The Humans by Matt Haig
ISBN 9780857868763
One wet Friday evening, Professor Andrew Martin of Cambridge University
solves the world's greatest mathematical riddle. Then he disappears. When he
is found walking naked along the motorway, Professor Martin seems different.
Besides the lack of clothes, he now finds normal life pointless. His loving wife
and teenage son seem repulsive to him. In fact, he hates everyone on the planet. Everyone,
that is, except Newton. And he's a dog.

Book of Summers by Emylia Hall
ISBN 9780755390854
Beth Lowe has been sent a parcel. Inside is a letter informing her that her
long-estranged mother has died, and a scrapbook Beth has never seen
before. Entitled The Book of Summers, it's stuffed with photographs and
mementos complied by her mother to record the seven glorious childhood
summers Beth spent in rural Hungary.

The Twyford Code by Janice Hallett
ISBN 978-1788165310
It's time to solve the murder of the century...
Forty years ago, Steven Smith found a copy of a famous children's book by
disgraced author Edith Twyford, its margins full of strange markings and
annotations. Wanting to know more, he took it to his English teacher Miss Iles, not realising
the chain of events that he was setting in motion. Miss Iles became convinced that the book
was the key to solving a puzzle, and that a message in secret code ran through all Twyford's
novels. Then Miss Iles disappeared on a class field trip, and Steven has no memory of what
happened to her.
Now, out of prison after a long stretch, Steven decides to investigate the mystery that has
haunted him for decades. Was Miss Iles murdered? Was she deluded? Or was she right
about the code? And is it still in use today?
Desperate to recover his memories and find out what really happened to Miss Iles, Steven
revisits the people and places of his childhood. But it soon becomes clear that Edith Twyford
wasn't just a writer of forgotten children's stories. The Twyford Code has great power, and
he isn't the only one trying to solve it...

The Familiars by Stacey Halls
ISBN 978-1785766114
Fleetwood Shuttleworth is 17 years old, married, and pregnant for the fourth
time. But as the mistress at Gawthorpe Hall, she still has no living child, and
her husband Richard is anxious for an heir. When Fleetwood finds a letter she
isn't supposed to read from the doctor who delivered her third stillbirth, she is
dealt the crushing blow that she will not survive another pregnancy.
Then she crosses paths by chance with Alice Gray, a young midwife. Alice promises to help
her give birth to a healthy baby, and to prove the physician wrong.

As Alice is drawn into the witchcraft accusations that are sweeping the north-west,
Fleetwood risks everything by trying to help her. But is there more to Alice than meets the
eye?
Soon the two women's lives will become inextricably bound together as the legendary trial at
Lancaster approaches, and Fleetwood's stomach continues to grow. Time is running out,
and both their lives are at stake.

The House of Frozen Dreams by Sere Prince Halverson
ISBN 9780007438945
After a family tragedy, the old Alaskan homestead lay abandoned for two
decades, until the one person who needed it most came looking. What Kache
found was more than a house full of old memories and buried secrets: he found
Nadia, who had been hiding from the world, unseen, for ten years.

Uncommon Type by Tom Hanks
ISBN 9781785151514
A hectic, funny sexual affair between two best friends. A World War II veteran
dealing with his emotional and physical scars. A second-rate actor plunged into
sudden stardom and a whirlwind press junket. A small-town newspaper
columnist with old-fashioned views of the modern world. A woman adjusting to
life in a new neighbourhood after her divorce. Four friends going to the moon
and back in a rocket ship constructed in the backyard. A teenage surfer stumbling into his
father’s secret life. These are just some of the people and situations that Tom Hanks
explores in his first work of fiction, a collection of stories that dissects, with great affection,
humour and insight, the human condition and all its foibles. The stories are linked by one
thing: in each of them, a typewriter plays a part, sometimes minor, sometimes central. To
many, typewriters represent a level of craftsmanship, beauty and individuality that is harder
and harder to find in the modern world. In his stories, Mr Hanks gracefully reaches that
typewriter-worthy level.

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah
ISBN 978-1447286035
Thirteen-year-old Leni is coming of age in a tumultuous time. Caught in the
riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy relationship, she dares to hope that
Alaska will lead to a better future for her family, and a place to belong. Her
mother, Cora, will do anything and go anywhere for the man she loves, even if
it means following him into the unknown.
As Leni grows up in the shadow of her parents’ increasingly volatile marriage, she meets
Matthew. And Matthew – thoughtful, kind, brave – makes her believe in the possibility of a
better life . . .
With her trademark combination of elegant prose and deeply drawn characters, Kristin
Hannah celebrates the remarkable and enduring strength of women.

The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah
ISBN 9781447283072
Despite their differences, sisters Viann and Isabelle have always been close.
Younger, bolder Isabelle lives in Paris while Viann is content with life in the
French countryside with her husband Antoine and their daughter. But when the
Second World War strikes, Antoine is sent off to fight and Viann finds herself
isolated so Isabelle is sent by their father to help her. As the war progresses, the sisters'
relationship and strength is tested. With life changing in unbelievably horrific ways, Viann
and Isabelle will find themselves facing frightening situations and responding in ways they
never thought possible as bravery and resistance take different forms in each of their
actions. Vivid and exquisite in its illumination of a time and place that was filled with
atrocities, but also humanity and strength, Kristin Hannah's novel will provoke thought and
discussion that will have readers talking long after they finish reading.

Far From the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy
ISBN 9780099518976
In a story which both upholds and questions rural values with a modern
sensibility, three suitors vie for the hand of the beautiful and spirited
Bathsheba Everdene. While their fates depend upon the choice Bathsheba
makes, she discovers the terrible consequences of an inconstant heart.

The Dry by Jane Harper
ISBN 978-0349142111
I just can't understand how someone like him could do something like that.
Amid the worst drought to ravage Australia in a century, it hasn't rained in
small country town Kiewarra for two years. Tensions in the community
become unbearable when three members of the Hadler family are brutally
murdered. Everyone thinks Luke Hadler, who committed suicide after
slaughtering his wife and six-year-old son, is guilty.
Policeman Aaron Falk returns to the town of his youth for the funeral of his childhood best
friend, and is unwillingly drawn into the investigation. As questions mount and suspicion
spreads through the town, Falk is forced to confront the community that rejected him twenty
years earlier. Because Falk and Luke Hadler shared a secret, one which Luke's death
threatens to unearth. And as Falk probes deeper into the killings, secrets from his past and
why he left home bubble to the surface as he questions the truth of his friend's crime.

A Thousand Roads Home by Carmel Harrington
ISBN 978-0008276614
Meet Tom. Or Dr O’Grady, as he used to be called. When you pass him on
the street, most people don’t even give him a second glance. You see, Tom
isn’t living his best life. Burdened by grief, he’s only got his loyal dog, Bette
Davis, for company and a rucksack containing his whole world.
Then there’s Ruth and her son, DJ, who no longer have a place to call home.
But Ruth believes that you can change the world by helping one person at a time – and Tom
needs her help…

Different Class by Joanne Harris
ISBN 9780552777018
After thirty years at St Oswald’s Grammar in North Yorkshire, Latin master Roy
Straitley has seen all kinds of boys come and go – the clowns, the rebels, the
underdogs, and those he calls his Brodie boys. But every so often there’s a boy
who doesn’t fit the mould. A troublemaker. A boy capable of twisting everything
around him. A boy with hidden shadows inside. With insolvency and academic
failure looming, a new broom has arrived at the venerable school, bringing
Powerpoint, sharp suits and even sixth form girls to the dusty corridors. But while Straitley
does his sardonic best to resist this march to the future, a shadow from his past is stirring. A
boy who even twenty years on haunts his teacher’s dreams. A boy capable of bad things.

Munich by Robert Harris
ISBN 978-1784751852
Hitler is determined to start a war. Chamberlain is desperate to preserve the
peace.
They will meet in a city which forever afterwards will be notorious for what is
about to take place. As Chamberlain’s plane judders over the channel and the
Fuhrer’s train steams south, two young men travel with their leaders. Former friends from a
more peaceful time, they are now on opposing sides.
As Britain’s darkest hour approaches, the fate of millions could depend on them - and the
secrets they’re hiding.

Into The Water by Paula Hawkins
ISBN 978-1784162245
Just days before her sister plunged to her death, Jules ignored her call.Now
Nel is dead. They say she jumped. And Jules must return to her sister's
house to care for her daughter, and to face the mystery of Nel's death.But
Jules is afraid. Of her long-buried memories, of the old Mill House, of this
small town that is drowning in secrecy . And of knowing that Nel would never
have jumped.

Into the Darkest Corner by Elizabeth Haynes
ISBN 9780956251572
Catherine has been enjoying single life for long enough to know a good catch
when she sees one. Gorgeous, charismatic and spontaneous, Lee seems
almost too perfect to be true. But there is a dark side to him and his erratic,
controlling and sometimes frightening behaviour means that Catherine is
increasingly isolated. Driven into the darkest corner of her world, she plans a meticulous
escape. Four years later, struggling to overcome her demons, Catherine dares to believe
she might be safe from harm. Until one phone call changes everything...

The Cactus by Sarah Haywood
ISBN 978-1473660632
People aren't sure what to make of Susan Green. Family and colleagues find
her prickly and hard to understand - but Susan makes perfect sense to
herself. Age 45, she thinks her life is perfect. She has a London flat which is
ideal for one; a steady job that suits her passion for logic; and a personal
arrangement providing cultural and other, more intimate, benefits.
Yet suddenly faced with the loss of her mother and, implausibly, with the possibility of
becoming a mother herself, Susan's greatest fear is being realised: she is losing control. And
things can only get worse ... at least in Susan's eyes.

Elizabeth is Missing by Emma Healey
ISBN 9780241968185
Lately, Maud's been getting forgetful. She keeps buying peach slices when she
has a cupboard full, forgets to drink the cups of tea she's made and writes notes
to remind herself of things. But Maud is determined to discover what has
happened to her friend, Elizabeth, and what it has to do with the unsolved disappearance of
her sister Sukey, years back, just after the war. A fast-paced mystery with a wonderful
leading character: Maud will make you laugh and cry, but she certainly won't be forgotten.

The Golden Couple by Greer Hendricks
ISBN 978-1529056105
If Avery Chambers can’t fix you in ten sessions, she won’t take you on as a
client. She helps people overcome everything, from domineering parents to
assault. Her successes almost help her absorb the emptiness she feels since
her husband’s death.
Marissa and Mathew Bishop seem like the golden couple, until Marissa cheats. She wants to
repair things – both because she loves her husband, and for the sake of their eight-year-old
son. After a friend forwards an article about Avery, Marissa takes a chance on this maverick
therapist, who lost her license due to controversial methods.
When the Bishops glide through Avery’s door and Marissa reveals her infidelity, all three are
set on a collision course. Because the biggest secrets in the room are still hidden, and it’s no
longer simply a marriage that’s in danger.

The Mother-In-Law by Sally Hepworth
ISBN 978-1473697003
From the moment Lucy met her husband's mother, Diana, she was kept at
arm's length. Diana was exquisitely polite, and perfectly friendly, but Lucy
knew that she was not what Diana envisioned. Even so, Lucy wanted so
much to please her new mother-in-law.
That was five years ago.
Now, Diana has been found dead, a suicide note near her body. Diana claims that she no
longer wanted to live because of a battle with cancer.

But the autopsy finds no cancer.
The autopsy does find traces of poison and suffocation.
Everyone in the family is hiding something. But what? And where will the secrets stop?

After the Fire by Will Hill
ISBN 9781474924153
Father John controls everything inside The Fence. And Father John likes rules.
Especially about never talking to Outsiders. Because Father John knows the
truth. He knows what is right, and what is wrong. He knows what is coming.
Moonbeam is starting to doubt, though. She's starting to see the lies behind
Father John's words. She wants him to be found out. What if the only way out of the
darkness is to light a fire? (Young Adults)

A Kestrel For A Knave by Barry Hines
ISBN 9780141184982
Billy Casper is a troubled teenager growing up in a Yorkshire mining town.
Treated as a failure at school and unhappy at home, Billy discovers a new
passion in life when he finds Kes, a kestrel hawk. Billy identifies with her silent
strength and she inspires him the trust and love that nothing else can.

The Island by Victoria Hislop
ISBN 9780755309504
On the brink of her own life-changing decision, Alexis Fielding longs to find out
-about her mother's past. But Sofia has never spoken of it. All she admits to is
growing up in a small Cretan village before moving to London.

Cartes Postales from Greece by Victoria Hislop
ISBN 9781472247636
Week after week, the postcards arrive, addressed to someone Ellie does not
know, each signed with an initial: A. These alluring cartes postales of Greece
brighten her life and cast a spell on her. She decides she must see this country
for herself. On the morning Ellie leaves for Athens, a notebook arrives. Its
pages tell the story of a man's odyssey through Greece. Moving, surprising and sometimes
dark, A's tale unfolds with the discovery not only of a culture, but also of a desire to live life
to the full once more.

The Keeper Of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan
ISBN 978-1473635487
Once a celebrated author of short stories now in his twilight years, Anthony
Peardew has spent half his life collecting lost objects, trying to atone for a
promise broken many years before.

Realising he is running out of time, he leaves his house and all its lost treasures to his
assistant Laura, the one person he can trust to fulfil his legacy and reunite the thousands of
objects with their rightful owners.
But the final wishes of the 'Keeper of Lost Things' have unforeseen repercussions which
trigger a most serendipitous series of encounters...

The Invention of Fire by Bruce Holsinger
ISBN 9780007493333
The richly atmospheric new historical thriller featuring John Gower, poet and
trader of secrets. Set in the turbulent 14th Century, this is perfect for fans of C.
J. Sansom.
London, 1386: young King Richard II faces the double threat of a French
invasion and growing unrest amongst his barons – and now there's evil afoot in the City.
Sixteen corpses have been discovered in a sewer, their wounds like none ever seen before.

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
ISBN 978-0008172145
Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears the same clothes to work every
day, eats the same meal deal for lunch every day and buys the same two
bottles of vodka to drink every weekend.
Eleanor Oliphant is happy. Nothing is missing from her carefully timetabled life. Except,
sometimes, everything.
One simple act of kindness is about to shatter the walls Eleanor has built around herself.
Now she must learn how to navigate the world that everyone else seems to take for granted
– while searching for the courage to face the dark corners she’s avoided all her life.
Change can be good. Change can be bad. But surely any change is better than… fine?

Godmersham Park by Gill Hornby
ISBN 978-1529125894
January 1804: Anne Sharpe arrives at Godmersham Park in Kent to take up the
position of governess.
At thirty-one years old, she has no previous experience of either teaching or fine
country houses. But her mother has died and she desperately needs an independent income
if she is to survive.
For her new charge, twelve-year-old Fanny Austen, Anne's arrival is all novelty and
excitement.
But Anne is keenly aware that her new role is an awkward one: she is neither one of the
servants nor one of the family, and to balance a position between the 'upstairs' and
'downstairs' members of the household is a diplomatic chess game. One wrong move may
result in her instant dismissal.
She has just begun to settle into her position when dashing Henry Austen and his younger
sister Jane come to stay.

Both take an immediate interest in the pretty, clever governess who quickly becomes drawn
into the above stairs life of the Austen family.
Despite her best endeavours, Anne finds that she is beginning to fall in love. But has her
survival at Godmersham Park just become a good deal more precarious?

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
ISBN 9780747585893
Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly two
decades later, a friendship grows between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila,
as strong as the ties between mother and daughter. When the Taliban take
over, life becomes a desperate struggle against starvation, brutality and fear.
Yet love can move a person to act in unexpected ways, and lead them to overcome the most
daunting obstacles with a startling heroism.

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
ISBN 9780099518471
Far in the future, the World Controllers have created the ideal society.
Through clever use of genetic engineering, brainwashing and recreational
sex and drugs all its members are happy consumers. Bernard Marx seems
alone harbouring an ill-defined longing to break free. A visit to one of the few
remaining Savage Reservations where the old, imperfect life still continues,
may be the cure for his distress. Huxley's ingenious fantasy of the future sheds a blazing
light on the present and is considered to be his most enduring masterpiece.

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
ISBN 9780571224135
Kathy, Ruth and Tommy were pupils at Hailsham - an idyllic establishment
situated deep in the English countryside. The children there were tenderly
sheltered from the outside world, brought up to believe they were special, and
that their personal welfare was crucial. But for what reason were they really
there?

Breaking Dead by Corrie Jackson
ISBN 9781785770456
London Fashion Week. When a teenage model is found brutally murdered,
journalist Sophie Kent is distraught. She failed to save the girl and now she
wants justice. Determined to catch the murderer, Sophie cuts through the
industry's glittery surface to expose a toxic underworld of drugs, prostitution,
blackmail and secrets. Then her personal life threatens to derail everything.
Battling her demons and her wealthy dysfunctional family, Sophie goes head to head with a
sadistic killer - a killer who is only just getting started.

The Resident by David Jackson
ISBN 978-1788164368
THERE'S A SERIAL KILLER ON THE RUN
AND HE'S HIDING IN YOUR HOUSE
Thomas Brogan is a serial killer. With a trail of bodies in his wake and the police hot on his
heels, it seems like Thomas has nowhere left to hide. That is until he breaks into an
abandoned house at the end of a terrace on a quiet street. And when he climbs up into the
loft, he realises that he can drop down into all the other houses through the shared attic
space.
That's when the real fun begins. Because the one thing that Thomas enjoys even more than
killing is playing games with his victims - the lonely old woman, the bickering couple, the
tempting young newlyweds. And his new neighbours have more than enough dark secrets to
make this game his best one yet...
The Last by Hanna Jameson
ISBN 978-0241983997
Historian Jon Keller is on a trip to Switzerland when the world ends. As the
lights go out on civilisation, he wishes he had a way of knowing whether his
wife, Nadia, and their two daughters are still alive. More than anything, Jon
wishes he hadn't ignored Nadia's last message.
Twenty people remain in Jon's hotel. Far from the nearest city and walled in by towering
trees, they wait, they survive.
Then one day, the body of a young girl is found. It's clear she has been murdered. Which
means that someone in the hotel is a killer.
As paranoia descends, Jon decides to investigate. But how far is he willing to go in pursuit of
justice? And what kind of justice can he hope for, when society as he knows it no longer
exists?
Three Men in a Boat by Jerome K. Jerome
ISBN 9780140621334
Three Men in a Boat relates the adventures and mishaps of three lateVictorian gentlemen and a dog on holiday on the Thames. In Three Men on
the Bummel the men are off on holiday again, this time reflecting the
popularity of cycling as a pastime.

The Two of Us by Andy Jones
ISBN 9781471142444
Fisher and Ivy have been an item for a whole nineteen days. And they just
know they are meant to be together. The fact that they know little else about
each other is a minor detail. Over the course of twelve months, in which their
lives will change forever, they discover that falling in love is one thing, but
staying there is an entirely different story.

The Venetian Game by Philip Gwynne Jones
ISBN 978-1472123978
From his office on the Street of the Assassins, Nathan Sutherland enjoys a
steady but unexciting life translating Italian DIY manuals. All this changes
dramatically when he is offered a large sum of money to look after a small
package containing an extremely valuable antique prayer book illustrated by a
Venetian master. But is it a stolen masterpiece - or a brilliant fake?
Unknown to Nathan, from a vast mansion on the Grand Canal twin brothers Domenico and
Arcangelo Moro, motivated by nothing more than mutual hatred, have been playing out a
complex game of art theft for twenty years. And now Nathan finds himself unwittingly drawn
into their deadly business . . .

Silver Sparrow by Tayari Jones
ISBN 978-1786078629
SECRETS
Dana and Chaurisse are sisters, bound together by the life-changing secret of
their father's double life.
LIES
Only one of them knows the truth. When they do finally meet and form a friendship, the
fragile balance of ignorance and silence that has kept James' secrets safe for so long
threatens to explode.
HOPE
This soulful story of friendship and sisterhood paints an unforgettable picture of the messy
knots that bind families together, from the prize-winning author of An American Marriage.
An American Marriage by Tayari Jones
ISBN 978-1786075192
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American
Dream and the New South. He is a young executive, and she is an artist on
the brink of an exciting career. But as they settle into the routine of their life
together, they are ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagined.
Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve years for a crime Celestial knows he
didn’t commit. Though fiercely independent, Celestial finds herself bereft and unmoored,
taking comfort in Andre, her childhood friend, and best man at their wedding. As Roy’s time
in prison passes, she struggles to hold on to the love that has been her centre. When his
conviction is suddenly overturned, he returns to Atlanta ready to resume their life together.
This stirring love story is a profoundly insightful look into the hearts and minds of three
people who are at once bound and separated by forces beyond their control. An American
Marriage is a masterpiece of storytelling, an intimate look deep into the souls of people who
must reckon with the past while moving forward – with hope and pain – into the future.

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce
ISBN 9780552778091
When Harold Fry nips out one morning to post a letter, leaving his wife
hoovering upstairs, he has no idea that he is about to walk from one end of the
country to the other. He has no hiking boots or map, let alone a compass,
waterproof or mobile phone. All he knows is that he must keep walking. To
save someone else's life.

Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane
ISBN 978-0241410905
Gillam, upstate New York: a town of ordinary, big-lawned suburban houses.
The Gleesons have recently moved there and soon welcome the Stanhopes
as their new neighbours.
Lonely Lena Gleeson wants a friend but Anne Stanhope - cold, elegant,
unstable - wants to be left alone.
It's left to their children - Lena's youngest, Kate, and Anne's only child, Peter - to find their
way to one another. To form a friendship whose resilience and love will be almost broken by
the fault line dividing both families, and by the terrible tragedy that will engulf them all.
A tragedy whose true origins only become clear many years later . . .

The Book of You by Claire Kendal
ISBN 9780007531677
Clarissa is frightened of her colleague, Rafe. He won't leave her alone, he
won't take no for an answer. He is always there. Being selected for jury service
is a relief. In the courtroom, she will be safe. But as a violent tale of abuse
unfolds, Clarissa begins to see parallels between her own situation and that of
the woman on the witness stand.

The Crooked House by Christobel Kent
ISBN 9780751556971
Alison is as close to anonymous as she can get: with no ties, no home, a
backroom job, hers is a life lived under the radar. She's a nobody; she has
no-one and that's how she wants it. But once Alison was someone else: once
she was Esme Grace, a teenager whose bedroom sat at the top of a remote
and dilapidated house on the edge of a bleak estuary. A girl whose family, if
not happy, exactly, was no unhappier than anyone else's - or so she thought. Then one night
a terrible thing happened in the crooked house, a nightmare of violence out of which Alison
emerged the only witness and sole survivor and from which she has been running ever
since. Only when she meets academic Paul Bartlett does Alison realise that if she's to have
any chance of happiness, she has to return to her old life and confront the darkness that
worked its way inside her family and has pursued her ever since.

The African Equation by Yasmina Khadra
ISBN 9781908313706
Kurt Krausmann, a recently bereaved Frankfurt doctor, is persuaded to join his
friend, wealthy benefactor Hans Makkenroth, on a humanitarian mission to the
Comoros. The journey helps him begin to confront his loss, but soon
misfortune strikes again: the boat he and Hans are travelling in is hijacked in
the Gulf of Aden and the men are taken hostage. Held in a remote hideout, the prisoners
suffer harsh conditions and the brutality of their guards; self-styled warriors, ex-army
captains and even poets drawn to banditry through poverty or opportunism. When the group
decamps to a lawless desert region and Hans is taken away, Kurt sinks deeper into despair.
But fellow inmate Bruno, a French ethnologist who has been travelling Africa for 40 years,
attempts to show Kurt another side to the wounded yet defiant continent he has taken to his
heart.
In Real Time by Chris Killen
ISBN 9781847672629
A hilarious, heart-breaking and decade-spanning portrait of a generation,
from the author of The Bird Room.

The Institute by Stephen King
978-1529355390
Deep in the woods of Maine, there is a dark state facility where kids,
abducted from across the United States, are incarcerated. In the Institute they
are subjected to a series of tests and procedures meant to combine their
exceptional gifts - telepathy, telekinesis - for concentrated effect.
Thrilling, suspenseful, heartbreaking, THE INSTITUTE is a stunning novel of childhood
betrayed and hope regained.

Found by Erin Kinsley
ISBN 978-1472260772
When 11 year old Evan vanishes without trace, his parents are plunged into
their worst nightmare.
Especially as the police, under massive pressure, have no answers. But
months later Evan is unexpectedly found, frightened and refusing to speak. His loving family
realise life will never be the same again.
DI Naylor knows that unless those who took Evan are caught, other children are in danger.
And with Evan silent, she must race against time to find those responsible...

True Crime Story by Joseph Knox
ISBN 978-1529176698
In the early hours of Saturday 17 December 2011, Zoe Nolan, a nineteen-yearold Manchester University student, walked out of a party taking place in the
shared accommodation where she had been living for three months.

She was never seen again.
Seven years after her disappearance, struggling writer Evelyn Mitchell finds herself drawn
into the mystery. Through interviews with Zoe's closest friends and family, she begins
piecing together what really happened in 2011. But where some versions of events overlap,
aligning perfectly with one another, others stand in stark contrast, giving rise to troubling
inconsistencies.
Shaken by revelations of Zoe's secret life, and stalked by a figure from the shadows, Evelyn
turns to crime writer Joseph Knox to help make sense of a case where everyone has
something to hide.
Zoe Nolan may be missing presumed dead, but her story is only just beginning
Ashley Bell by Dean Koontz
ISBN 9780007520336
Bibi Blair is a fierce, funny, dauntless young woman whose doctor says she
has one more year to live. She replies: "We'll see." Her sudden recovery is a
medical miracle. An enigmatic woman convinces Bibi that she escaped death
so that she can save someone else. Someone named Ashley Bell. But who is
Ashley Bell? And what exactly does she need saving from. Bibi's obsession
with finding Ashley sends her on the run from threats both mystical and worldly, including a
rich and charismatic cult leader with terrifying ambitions.

Summertime by Vanessa Lafaye
ISBN 9781409155393
In the small town of Heron Key, where the relationships are as tangled as the
mangrove roots in the swamp, everyone is preparing for the 4th of July
barbecue, unaware that their world is about to change for ever. Missy, maid to
the Kincaid family, feels she has wasted her life pining for Henry, who went to
fight on the battlefields of France. Now he has returned with a group of other desperate,
destitute veterans, unsure of his future, ashamed of his past.

The Couple Next Door by Shari Lapena
ISBN 978-0552173148
Your neighbour told you that she didn't want your six-month-old daughter at
the dinner party. Nothing personal, she just couldn't stand her crying.
Your husband said it would be fine. After all, you only live next door. You'll
have the baby monitor and you'll take it in turns to go back every half hour.
Your daughter was sleeping when you checked on her last. But now, as you race up the
stairs in your deathly quiet house, your worst fears are realized. She's gone.
You've never had to call the police before. But now they're in your home, and who knows
what they'll find there.

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
ISBN 9780099549482
A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of Harper
Lee's classic novel - a black man charged with the rape of a white girl.
Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with
exuberant humour the irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the
Deep South of the thirties. The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice,
violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But the
weight of history will only tolerate so much.

No Child of Mine by Susan Lewis
ISBN 9780099550785
Alex Lake’s day job is all about helping people, especially children. She cares
about them passionately and does everything in her power to rescue them
from those who mean them harm. When the case of three-year-old Ottilie
Wade comes to her attention, Alex feels an overpowering need to make a real
difference in the little girl's life, but no one is prepared to believe that Ottilie is
in danger.

The Lubetkin Legacy by Marina Lewycka
ISBN 9781905490561
North London in the twenty-first century: a place where a son will swiftly adopt
an old lady and take her home from hospital to impersonate his dear departed
mother, rather than lose the council flat. A time of golden job opportunities,
though you might have to dress up as a coffee bean or work as an intern at an
undertaker or put up with champagne and posh French dinners while your boss hits on you.
A place rich in language - whether it's Romanian, Ukrainian, Russian, Swahili or buxom
housing officers talking managementese. A place where husbands go absent without leave
and councillors sacrifice cherry orchards at the altar of new builds.

Lies by T.M Logan
ISBN 978-1785770555
Joe Lynch is just an ordinary happily-married man - until one split-second
decision throws his life into crisis.
When Joe sees his wife having a confrontation with family friend Ben, it's the
first hint that she's been lying to him - about everything. And when he steps in
to protect her, a harmless shove knocks Ben to the ground. And he's not moving...

After The End by Clare Mackintosh
ISBN 978-0751564945
Max and Pip are the strongest couple you know. Only now they're facing the
most important decision of their lives - and they don't agree.
As the consequences of an impossible choice threaten to devastate them
both, nothing will ever be the same again.

But anything can happen after the end . . .

This Is How It Ends by Kathleen MacMahon
ISBN 9781847445469
This is when it begins Autumn, 2008. This is where it begins The coast of
Dublin. This is why it begins Bruno, an American, has come to Ireland to
search for his roots. Addie, an out-of-work architect, is recovering from
heartbreak while taking care of her infirm father. When their worlds collide,
they experience a connection unlike any they’ve previously felt, but soon their newfound love
will be tested in ways they never imagined possible. This is how it ends….

How Saints Die by Carmen Marcus
ISBN 9781911215400
Ten years old and irrepressibly curious, Ellie lives with her fisherman father,
Peter, on the wild North Yorkshire coast. It’s the 1980s and her mother’s
breakdown is discussed only in whispers, with the promise ‘better by
Christmas’ and no further explanation. Steering by the light of her dad’s seamyths, her mum’s memories of home across the water, and a fierce spirit all her own, Ellie
begins to learn – in these sudden, strange circumstances – who she is and what she can
become. By the time the first snowdrops show, her innocence has been shed, but at great
cost. This vivacious and deeply moving novel portrays adult breakdown through the eyes of
a brightly imaginative child, sensitively explores questions of responsibility and care, and,
above all, celebrates the power of stories to shape, nourish and even save us.

The Zealot's Bones by DM Mark
ISBN 9781444798210
In 1849, Hull is a city forgotten and abandoned; in the grip of a cholera
outbreak that sees its poorest citizens cut down by the cartload. Into this world
of flame and grief comes Meshach Stone, a former soldier, lost upon his way.
He's been hired as bodyguard by a Canadian academic hunting for the bones
of the apostle Simon the Zealot, rumoured to lie somewhere in Lincolnshire.

One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
ISBN 9780141184999
Gabriel Garcia Marquez's great masterpiece is the story of seven generations
of the Buendia family and of Macondo, the town they have built. Though little
more than a settlement surrounded by mountains, Macondo has its wars and
disasters, even its wonders and its miracles. A microcosm of Columbian life, its
secrets lie hidden, encoded in a book, and only Aureliano Buendia can fathom its mysteries
and reveal its shrouded destiny. Blending political reality with magic realism, fantasy and
comic invention, One Hundred Years of Solitude is one of the most daringly original works of
the twentieth century.

Silent Scream by Angela Marsons
ISBN 978-1785770524
Even the darkest secrets can't stay buried forever...
Five figures gather round a shallow grave. They had all taken turns to dig. An
adult-sized hole would have taken longer. An innocent life had been taken but the pact had
been made. Their secrets would be buried, bound in blood...
Years later, a headmistress is found brutally strangled, the first in a spate of gruesome
murders which shock the Black Country.
But when human remains are discovered at a former children's home, disturbing secrets are
also unearthed. D.I. Kim Stone fast realises she's on the hunt for a twisted individual whose
killing spree spans decades.
As the body count rises, Kim needs to stop the murderer before they strike again. But to
catch the killer, can Kim confront the demons of her own past before it's too late?

The Piano Tuner by Daniel Mason
ISBN 9780330492690
One misty London afternoon in 1886, piano tuner Edgar Drake receives an
unusual request from the War Office: he must leave his quiet life and travel to
the jungles of Burma to repair a rare grand piano owned by an enigmatic army
surgeon. So begins an extraordinary journey across Europe, the Red Sea, India and
onwards, accompanied by an enchanting yet elusive woman. Edgar is at first captivated,
then unnerved, as he begins to question the true motive behind his summons and whether
he will return home unchanged to the wife who awaits him.
The Corner Shop in Cockleberry Bay by Nicola May
ISBN 978-0956832351
Kim The Bookworm Rosa Larkin is down on her luck in London, so when she
inherits a near-derelict corner shop in a quaint Devon village, her first thought
is to sell it for cash and sort out her life. But nothing is straightforward about
this legacy. While the identity of her benefactor remains a mystery, he - or she
- has left one important legal proviso: that the shop cannot be sold, only
passed on to somebody who really deserves it. Rosa makes up her mind to give it a go: to
put everything she has into getting the shop up and running again in the small seaside
community of Cockleberry Bay.
But can she do it all on her own? And if not, who will help her succeed - and who among the
following will work secretly to see her fail? There is a handsome rugby player, a sexy
plumber, a charlatan reporter and a selection of meddling locals. Add in a hit and run
incident and the disappearance of a valuable engraved necklace – and what you get is a
journey of self-discovery and unpredictable events. With surprising and heartfelt results,
Rosa, accompanied at all times by her little sausage dog Hot, will slowly unravel the
shadowy secrets of the inheritance, and also bring her own, long-hidden heritage into the
light.

Life Death Prizes by Stephen May
ISBN 9781408819135
Billy's Mum is dead. He knows - because he reads about it in magazines - that
people die every day in ways that are more random and tragic and stupid than
hers, but for nineteen-year-old Billy and his little brother, Oscar, their mother's
death in a bungled street robbery is the most random and tragic and stupid
thing that could possibly have happened to them.

The Clockwork Girl by Anna Mazzola
ISBN 978-1398703780
Paris, 1750.
In the midst of an icy winter, as birds fall frozen from the sky, chambermaid
Madeleine Chastel arrives at the home of the city's celebrated clockmaker and
his clever, unworldly daughter.
Madeleine is hiding a dark past, and a dangerous purpose: to discover the truth of the
clockmaker's experiments and record his every move, in exchange for her own chance of
freedom.
For as children quietly vanish from the Parisian streets, rumours are swirling that the
clockmaker's intricate mechanical creations, bejewelled birds and silver spiders, are more
than they seem.
And soon Madeleine fears that she has stumbled upon an even greater conspiracy. One
which might reach to the very heart of Versailles...

The Maidens by Alex Michaelides
ISBN 978-1409181682
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE MAIDENS.
The Maidens are Cambridge University's most exclusive society, whose
members are selected by the charismatic professor of Greek tragedy, Edward Fosca.
A SECRETIVE SET OF THE BRIGHTEST, MOST CAPTIVATING STUDENTS.
When one of the Maidens is murdered, grieving young therapist Mariana Andros is drawn
back to the idyllic campus where she was once herself a student.
THE GROUP FROM WHICH EACH VICTIM WILL BE CHOSEN.
Because beneath the university's ancient traditions and beauty is a web of secrets, jealousy
and lies. And when the killer threatens the person she loves most, Mariana will give anything
to stop them - even her own life...

The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides
ISBN 978-1409181637
Alicia Berenson lived a seemingly perfect life until one day six years ago.
When she shot her husband in the head five times.
Since then she hasn't spoken a single word.
It's time to find out why.

Pure by Andrew Miller
ISBN 9781444724288
Deep in the heart of Paris, its oldest cemetery is, by 1785, overflowing,
tainting the very breath of those who live nearby. Into their midst comes JeanBaptiste Baratte, a young, provincial engineer charged by the king with
demolishing it. At first Baratte sees this as a chance to clear the burden of
history, a fitting task for a modern man of reason. But before long, he begins to suspect that
the destruction of the cemetery might be a prelude to his own.

Circe by Madeline Miller
ISBN 978-1408890042
In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a daughter
is born. Circe is a strange child - not powerful and terrible, like her father, nor
gorgeous and mercenary like her mother. Scorned and rejected, Circe grows
up in the shadows, at home in neither the world of gods or mortals. But Circe
has a dark power of her own: witchcraft. When her gift threatens the gods,
she is banished to the island of Aiaia where she hones her occult craft, casting spells,
gathering strange herbs and taming wild beasts. Yet a woman who stands alone will never
be left in peace for long - and among her island's guests is an unexpected visitor: the mortal
Odysseus, for whom Circe will risk everything.
So Circe sets forth her tale, a vivid, mesmerizing epic of family rivalry, love and loss - the
defiant, inextinguishable song of woman burning hot and bright through the darkness of a
man's world.

The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller
ISBN 9781408821985
Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has been
exiled to the court of King Peleus and his perfect son Achilles. Despite their
differences, Achilles befriends the shamed prince, and as they grow into
young men skilled in the arts of war and medicine, their bond blossoms into
something deeper - despite the displeasure of Achilles's mother Thetis, a cruel sea goddess.
But when word comes that Helen of Sparta has been kidnapped, Achilles must go to war in
distant Troy and fulfill his destiny. Torn between love and fear for his friend, Patroclus goes
with him, little knowing that the years that follow will test everything they hold dear.

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
ISBN 9780099554790
The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply
there, when yesterday it was not. The black sign, painted in white letters that
hangs upon the gates, reads: Opens at Nightfall, Closes at Dawn. As the sun
disappears beyond the horizon, all over the tents small lights begin to flicker,
as though the entirety of the circus is covered in particularly bright fireflies. When the tents
are all aglow, sparkling against the night sky, the sign appears.

The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris
ISBN 978-1785763670
In 1942, Lale Sokolov arrived in Auschwitz-Birkenau. He was given the job of
tattooing the prisoners marked for survival - scratching numbers into his fellow
victims' arms in indelible ink to create what would become one of the most
potent symbols of the Holocaust.
Waiting in line to be tattooed, terrified and shaking, was a young girl. For Lale - a dandy, a
jack-the-lad, a bit of a chancer - it was love at first sight. And he was determined not only to
survive himself, but to ensure this woman, Gita, did, too.
So begins one of the most life-affirming, courageous, unforgettable and human stories of the
Holocaust: the love story of the tattooist of Auschwitz.

Me Before You by Jojo Moyes
ISBN 9780718157838
Lou Clark knows lots of things. She knows how many footsteps there are
between the bus stop and home. She knows she likes working in The Buttered
Bun tea shop and she knows she might not love her boyfriend Patrick. What
Lou doesn't know is she's about to lose her job or that knowing what's coming
is what keeps her sane. Will Traynor knows his motorcycle accident took away his desire to
live. He knows everything feels very small and rather joyless now and he knows exactly how
he's going to put a stop to that. What Will doesn't know is that Lou is about to burst into his
world in a riot of colour. And neither of them knows they're going to change the other for all
time.

The Girl You Left Behind by Jojo Moyes
ISBN 9780718157845
France, 1916. Sophie Lefevre must keep her family safe whilst her adored
husband Edouard fights at the front. When she is ordered to serve the
German officers who descend on her hotel each evening, her home becomes
riven by fierce tensions. And from the moment the new Kommandant sets
eyes on Sophie's portrait - painted by Edouard - a dangerous obsession is
born, which will lead Sophie to make a dark and terrible decision.

Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano
ISBN 978-0241985892
One summer morning, a flight takes off from New York to Los Angeles: there
are 192 people aboard. When the plane suddenly crashes, twelve-year-old
Edward Adler is the sole survivor.
In the aftermath, Edward struggles to make sense of his grief, sudden fame and find his
place in a world without his family. But then Edward and his neighbour Shay make a startling
discovery; hidden in his uncle's garage are letters from the relatives of other passengers - all
addressed him.
Following the passengers' final hours and Edward's unique coming-of-age, Dear
Edward asks one of life's most profound questions:
What does it mean not just to survive, but to truly live

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng
ISBN 978-0349142920
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is
meticulously planned - from the layout of the winding roads, to the colours of
the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one
embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is
playing by the rules.
Enter Mia Warren - an enigmatic artist and single mother- who arrives in this idyllic bubble
with her teenage daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and
Pearl become more than just tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn to the motherdaughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past, and a disregard for the rules that
threatens to upend this carefully ordered community.
When old family friends attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts
that dramatically divides the town - and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of
Mia and her motives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her
obsession will come at an unexpected and devastating cost...

Lying in Wait by Liz Nugent
ISBN 978-0241974063
Lydia Fitzsimons lives in the perfect house with her adoring husband and
beloved son. There is just one thing Lydia yearns for to make her perfect life
complete, though the last thing she expects is that pursuing it will lead to
murder. However, needs must - because nothing can stop this mother from
getting what she wants ...

Hamnett by Maggie O’Farrell
ISBN 978-1472223821
On a summer's day in 1596, a young girl in Stratford-upon-Avon takes to her
bed with a sudden fever. Her twin brother, Hamnet, searches everywhere for
help. Why is nobody at home?

Their mother, Agnes, is over a mile away, in the garden where she grows medicinal herbs.
Their father is working in London.
Neither parent knows that Hamnet will not survive the week.
Hamnet is a novel inspired by the son of a famous playwright: a boy whose life has been all
but forgotten, but whose name was given to one of the most celebrated plays ever written.

Baby Doll by Hollie Overton
ISBN 9781784753467
You’ve been held captive in one room. You’ve been mentally and physically
abused every day since you were sixteen years old. Then, one night, you
realise your captor has left the door to your cell unlocked. For the first time in
eight years you’re free. This is what happens next..

The Quick by Lauren Owen
ISBN 9780099569978
You are about to discover the secrets of The Quick - but first you must travel
to Victorian Yorkshire, and there, on a remote country estate, meet a brother
and sister alone in the world and bound by tragedy. In time, you will enter the
rooms of London’s mysterious Aegolius Club - a society of some of the
richest, most powerful men in fin-de-siecle England. And at some point, we
cannot say when, these worlds will collide. It is then, and only then, that a new world
emerges, one of romance, adventure and the most delicious of horrors - and the secrets of
The Quick are revealed.
Where The Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
ISBN 978-1472154644
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet
town on the North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase
Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the socalled Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she
has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends
in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched
and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens
herself to a new life - until the unthinkable happens.
Perfect for fans of Barbara Kingsolver and Celeste Ng, Where the Crawdads Sing is at once
an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising
tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we
once were, and that we are all subject to the beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps.
The Way Of All Flesh by Ambrose Parry
ISBN 978-1786893789
Edinburgh, 1847. City of Medicine, Money, Murder.
In the city's Old Town a number of young women have been found dead, all
having suffered similarly gruesome ends. Across the city in the New Town,

medical student Will Raven is about to start his apprenticeship with the brilliant and
renowned Dr Simpson.
Simpson's patients range from the richest to the poorest of this divided city. His house is like
no other, full of visiting luminaries and daring experiments in the new medical frontier of
anaesthesia. It is here that Raven meets housemaid Sarah Fisher, who recognises trouble
when she sees it and takes an immediate dislike to him. She has all of Raven's intelligence
but none of his privileges, in particular his medical education.
With each having their own motive to look deeper into the city's spate of suspicious deaths,
Raven and Sarah find themselves propelled headlong into the darkest shadows of
Edinburgh's underworld, where they will have to overcome their differences if they are to
make it out alive.

The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick
ISBN 9781848455016
Having been married for over 40 years, 69-year-old Arthur Pepper is mourning
the loss of his wife. On the anniversary of her death, he finally musters the
courage to go through her possessions, and happens upon a charm bracelet
that he has never seen before. What follows is a surprising adventure that
takes Arthur from London to Paris and India in an epic quest to find out the truth about his
wife’s secret life before they met, a journey that leads him to find healing, self-discovery, and
love in the most unexpected of places.

The Bees by Laline Paull
ISBN 9780007557745
Born into the lowest class of her society, Flora 717 is a sanitation bee, only fit
to clean her orchard hive. Living to accept, obey and serve, she is prepared to
sacrifice everything for her beloved holy mother, the Queen. Yet Flora has
talents that are not typical of her kin. And while mutant bees are usually
instantly destroyed, Flora is reassigned to feed the newborns, before becoming a forager,
collecting pollen on the wing. Then she finds her way into the Queen’s inner sanctum, where
she discovers secrets both sublime and ominous. Enemies roam everywhere, from the
fearsome fertility police to the high priestesses who jealously guard the Hive Mind. But Flora
cannot help but break the most sacred law of all, meaning her instinct to serve is
overshadowed by a desire, as overwhelming as it is forbidden…

The Essex Serpent by Sarah Perry
ISBN 9781781255452
London, 1893. When Cora Seaborne's controlling husband dies, she steps into
her new life as a widow with as much relief as sadness. Along with her son
Francis - a curious, obsessive boy - she leaves town for Essex, in the hope
that fresh air and open space will provide refuge. On arrival, rumours reach
them that the mythical Essex Serpent, once said to roam the marshes claiming lives, has
returned to the coastal parish of Aldwinter.

My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece by Annabel Pitcher
ISBN 9781780621869
Ten-year-old Jamie Matthews has just moved to the Lake District with his
Dad and his teenage sister, Jasmine for a 'Fresh New Start'. Five years ago
his sister's twin, Rose, was blown up by a terrorist bomb. His parents are
wrecked by their grief, Jasmine turns to piercing, pink hair and stops eating.
The family falls apart. But Jamie hasn't cried in all that time. To him Rose is
just a distant memory.

The Corset by Laura Purcell
ISBN 978-1408889527
Dorothea Truelove is young, wealthy and beautiful. Ruth Butterham is young,
poor and awaiting trial for murder.
When Dorothea's charitable work leads her to Oakgate Prison, she finds
herself drawn to Ruth, a teenage seamstress - and self-confessed murderess
- who nurses a dark and uncanny secret. A secret that is leading her straight to the gallows.
As Ruth reveals her disturbing past to Dorothea, the fates of these two women entwine, and
with every revelation, a new layer of doubt is cast...
Can Ruth be trusted? Is she mad, or a murderer?
Anna Flores was just a child when her adored teenage sister disappeared.Unable to deal
with the pain, Anna took the first opportunity she had to run from her fractured family,
eventually building a life for herself abroad.Now, thirty years on, her mother has died, and
Anna must return home to sort through her possessions.In doing so, she has to confront the
huge hole her sister's disappearance left in their lives, leaving just one question
unanswered: what really happened to Gabriella?

The Missing Girl by Jenny Quintana
ISBN 978-1509839520
Anna Flores was just a child when her adored teenage sister
disappeared.Unable to deal with the pain, Anna took the first opportunity she
had to run from her fractured family, eventually building a life for herself
abroad.Now, thirty years on, her mother has died, and Anna must return home
to sort through her possessions.In doing so, she has to confront the huge hole her sister's
disappearance left in their lives, leaving just one question unanswered: what really
happened to Gabriella?

Daisy Jones & The Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid
ISBN 978-1524798628
Everybody knows Daisy Jones and the Six.
From the moment Daisy walked barefoot on to the stage at the Whisky, she
and the band were a sensation. Their sound defined an era. Their albums
were on every turntable. They sold out arenas from coast to coast.
This is the story of their incredible rise: the desire, the rivalry – and the music.
Then, on 12 July 1979, Daisy Jones and the Six split up.

Nobody knew why. Until now…

Alice and the Fly by James Rice
ISBN 9781444790092
Perfect for fans of Nathan Filer's The Shock of the Fall and Mark Haddon's
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, comes the book of the
year.... A spellbinding first novel by a British author about how obsessions
and phobias can upend your entire life. This is a book about phobias and
obsessions, isolation and dark corners. It's about families, friendships, and
carefully preserved secrets. But above everything else it's about love. Finding love - in any of
its forms - and nurturing it.

The Murder at Fleat House by Lucinda Riley
ISBN 978-1529094978
The sudden death of a pupil in Fleat House at St Stephen’s – a small private
boarding school in deepest Norfolk – is a shocking event that the headmaster
is very keen to call a tragic accident.
But the local police cannot rule out foul play and the case prompts the return of high-flying
Detective Inspector Jazmine ‘Jazz’ Hunter to the force. Jazz has her own private reasons for
stepping away from her police career in London, and reluctantly agrees to front the
investigation as a favour to her old boss.
Reunited with her loyal sergeant, she enters the closed world of the school, and as Jazz
begins to probe the circumstances surrounding Charlie Cavendish’s tragic death, events are
soon to take another troubling turn.
Charlie is exposed as an arrogant bully, and those around him had both motive and
opportunity to switch the drugs he took daily to control his epilepsy.
As staff at the school close ranks, the disappearance of a young pupil and the death of an
elderly classics master provide Jazz with important leads, but are destined to complicate the
investigation further. As snow covers the landscape and another suspect goes missing, Jazz
must also confront her personal demons . . .
Then, a particularly grim discovery at the school makes this the most challenging murder
investigation of her career. Because Fleat House hides secrets darker than even Jazz could
ever have imagined . . .
The Butterfly Room by Lucinda Riley
ISBN 978-1529014969
Posy Montague is approaching her seventieth birthday. Still living in her
beautiful family home, Admiral House, set in the glorious Suffolk countryside
where she spent her own idyllic childhood catching butterflies with her
beloved father, and raised her own children, Posy knows she must make an
agonizing decision. Despite the memories the households, and the exquisite
garden she has spent twenty-five years creating, the house is crumbling around her, and
Posy knows the time has come to sell it.

Then a face appears from the past – Freddie, her first love, who abandoned her and left her
heartbroken fifty years ago. Already struggling to cope with her son Sam’s inept business
dealings, and the sudden reappearance of her younger son Nick after ten years in Australia,
Posy is reluctant to trust in Freddie’s renewed affection. And unbeknown to Posy, Freddie –
and Admiral House – have a devastating secret to reveal . . .

The Light Behind the Window by Lucinda Riley
ISBN 978-1447218425
The present: Emilie de la Martiniéres has always fought against her
aristocratic background, but after the death of her glamorous, distant mother,
she finds herself alone in the world and sole inheritor of her grand childhood
home in the south of France. An old notebook of poems leads her in search of
the mysterious and beautiful Sophia, whose tragic love affair changed the course of her
family history. As Emilie unravels the story, she too embarks on her own journey of
discovery, realising that the château may provide clues to her own difficult past and finally
unlock the future.
Normal People by Sally Rooney
ISBN 978-0571334650
Connell and Marianne grow up in the same small town in the west of Ireland,
but the similarities end there. In school, Connell is popular and well-liked,
while Marianne is a loner. But when the two strike up a conversation awkward but electrifying - something life-changing begins.
Normal People is a story of mutual fascination, friendship and love. It takes
us from that first conversation to the years beyond, in the company of two people who try to
stay apart but find they can't.

The Son by Michael Rostain
ISBN 9780755390793
We first meet Michel eleven days after the death of his son Lion. Lion was
lost, suddenly, to a virulent strain of meningitis and it's left his father and
entire family reeling. We join Michel on his personal journey through grief, but
the twist that makes the journey truly remarkable, and tips this true story into
fiction, is the fact that we see it all through Lion's eyes.

See What I Have Done by Sarah Schmidt
ISBN 9781472240873
Just after 11am on 4th August 1892, the bodies of Andrew and Abby Borden
are discovered. He's found on the sitting room sofa, she upstairs on the
bedroom floor, both murdered with an axe. It is younger daughter Lizzie who is
first on the scene, so it is Lizzie who the police first question, but there are
others in the household with stories to tell: older sister Emma, Irish maid Bridget, the girls'
Uncle John, and a boy who knows more than anyone realises. In a dazzlingly original and
chilling reimagining of this most notorious of unsolved mysteries, Sarah Schmidt opens the
door to the Borden home and leads us into its murkiest corners, where jealousies, slowbrewed rivalries and the darkest of thoughts reside.

When We Were Friends by Tina Seskis
ISBN 9781405917957
It had always been the six of us. Since we met at university twenty-five years
ago, we'd faced everything together. Break-ups and marriages, motherhood
and death. We were closer than sisters; the edges of our lives bled into each
other. But that was before the night of the reunion. The night of exposed
secrets and jagged accusations. The night when everything changed. And then we were
five.
Once Upon A River by Diane Setterfield
ISBN 978-0857525659
On a dark midwinter’s night in an ancient inn on the Thames, the regulars are
entertaining themselves by telling stories when the door bursts open and in
steps an injured stranger. In his arms is a drowned child.
Hours later, the dead girl stirs, takes a breath and returns to life. Is it a
miracle? Is it magic? And who does the little girl belong to?
An exquisitely crafted multi-layered mystery brimming with folklore, suspense and romance,
as well as with the urgent scientific curiosity of the Darwinian age, Once Upon a River is as
richly atmospheric as Setterfield’s bestseller The Thirteenth Tale

A Stone’s Throw by Fiona Shaw
ISBN 9781846688317
'You must choose how you live your life. And as you are my son, William, I tell
you that you, and you alone, must do the choosing. 'Like everyone, Meg has
made choices over the course of her life; for the most part, she's proud of the
decisions she made, but that doesn't mean she's not without regrets, not
haunted by questions of what might have been . . . What if her older brother hadn't gone
missing when she was just a child? What if she'd married for love, rather than duty? What if
she told her son why it matters so much that he, unlike her, listens to his heart.

A Song From Dead Lips by William Shaw
ISBN 9781782064190
London, October 1968. As Beatles fans encamp outside Abbey Road Studios
up the road, the Marylebone CID is as much an old boys' club as it ever was:
comfortably sexist, racially prejudiced and crawling with corruption. Detective
Sergeant Cathal Breen is the pariah of the office, having just run out on a
fellow officer held at knifepoint, when it's shaken up by the arrival of WPC Helen Tozer:
awkward chatterbox, farmgirl, and the first woman to enter the murder unit - apart from the
secretary. When a young woman is found naked and strangled in well-to-do St John's Wood,
her identity is a mystery.

The Death and Life of Charlie St Cloud by Ben Sherwood
ISBN 9780330488907
As a boy, Charlie St Cloud narrowly survived a car crash that killed Sam, his
little brother. Years later, still unable to recover from his loss, Charlie has taken
a job tending to the lawns and monuments in the New England cemetery
where Sam is buried. When he meets Tess Carroll, a captivating, adventurous
woman in training for a solo sailing trip around the globe, they discover a beautiful and
uncommon connection that, after a violent storm at sea, eventually forces them to choose
between death and life, past and present, holding on and letting go. The Death and Life of
Charlie St Cloud is a romantic and uplifting novel about second chances and the liberating
power of love.

The Great Circle by Maggie Shipstead
ISBN 978-1529176643
From her days as a wild child in prohibition America to the blitz and glitz of
wartime London, from the rugged shores of New Zealand to a lonely iceshelf in
Antarctica, Marian Graves is driven by a need for freedom and danger.
Determined to live an independent life, she resists the pull of her childhood
sweetheart, and burns her way through a suite of glamorous lovers. But it is an obsession
with flight that consumes her most.
Now, as she is about to fulfil her greatest ambition, to circumnavigate the globe from pole to
pole, Marian crash lands in a perilous wilderness of ice.
Over half a century later, troubled film star Hadley Baxter is drawn inexorably to play the
enigmatic pilot on screen. It is a role that will lead her to an unexpected discovery, throwing
fresh and spellbinding light on the story of the unknowable Marian Graves.

A Town called Alice by Nevil Shute
ISBN 978-0099530268
Jean Paget is just twenty years old and working in Malaya when the Japanese
invasion begins.
When she is captured she joins a group of other European women and children whom the
Japanese force to march for miles through the jungle - an experience that leads to the
deaths of many.
Due to her courageous spirit and ability to speak Malay, Jean takes on the role of leader of
the sorry gaggle of prisoners and many end up owing their lives to her indomitable spirit.
While on the march, the group run into some Australian prisoners, one of whom, Joe
Harman, helps them steal some food, and is horrifically punished by the Japanese as a
result.
After the war, Jean tracks Joe down in Australia and together they begin to dream of
surmounting the past and transforming his one-horse outback town into a thriving community
like Alice Springs...

The Story of a Beautiful Girl by Rachel Simon
ISBN 9780099558385
On a stormy night in small-town America, a couple, desperate and soaked to
the skin, knock on a stranger's door. When Martha, a retired schoolteacher,
answers their knock, her world changes for ever. Her visitors are Lynnie and
Homan, who have fled The School for the Incurable and Feebleminded with
their newborn baby. But the police are closing in and their freedom is about to
be snatched away. Moments before she is taken back to the School, bound and tied, Lynnie
utters two words to Martha: 'Hide her.' And so begins the heart-rending story of Lynnie,
Homan, Martha and baby Julia - lives divided by seemingly insurmountable obstacles, but
drawn together by a secret pact and extraordinary love.

The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion
ISBN 9781405912792
Don Tillman is a socially challenged genetics professor who's decided the time
has come to find a wife. His questionnaire is intended to weed out anyone
who's unsuitable. The trouble is, Don has rather high standards and doesn't
really do flexible so, despite lots of takers - he looks like Gregory Peck - he's
not having much success in identifying The One. When Rosie Jarman comes to his office,
Don assumes it's to apply for the Wife Project - and duly discounts her on the grounds she
smokes, drinks, doesn't eat meat, and is incapable of punctuality. However, Rosie has no
interest in becoming Mrs Tillman and is actually there to enlist Don's assistance in a
professional capacity: to help her find her biological father. Sometimes, though, you don't
find love: love finds you...

The Satinwood Box by Claire Smallman
ISBN 9781909716063
In 1875, Jessica Warner, a wealthy socialite, has a passionate affair with
Theo Harcourt, son of a Lancashire mill owner. Finding herself pregnant and
bereaved of her father, she makes a drastic decision to protect her
reputation. Jessica moves to France with her son Culbert, where she raises
him in anonymity, but carefully conceals her diaries in a beautiful satinwood
box that holds her secret for future generations to come. Culbert marries but, travelling
between Paris and England, embarks on an affair with his wife's sister, fathering children by
both women. The secret is discovered and the family torn apart. While researching their
genealogy, Jessica's grandchildren are brought together and with the discovery of the
Satinwood Box , the secrets of the family dynasty are revealed.

Public Library and Other Stories by Ali Smith
ISBN 9780241237465
Why are books so very powerful? What do the books we've read over our
lives - our own personal libraries - make of us? What does the unravelling of
our tradition of public libraries, so hard-won but now in jeopardy, say about
us? The stories in Ali Smith's new collection are about what we do with books
and what they do with us: how they travel with us; how they shock us,
change us, challenge us, banish time while making us older, wiser and ageless all at once;
how they remind us to pay attention to the world we make. Public libraries are places of joy,
freedom, community and discovery - and right now they are under threat from funding cuts

and widespread closures across the UK and further afield. With this brilliantly inventive
collection, Ali Smith joins the campaign to save our public libraries and celebrate their true
place in our culture and history.

No Harm Can Come To A Good Man by James Smythe
ISBN 9780007541904
How far would you go to save your family from an invisible threat? A terrifyingly
original thriller from the author of The Machine.

The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman
ISBN 9780552778473
A boat washes up on the shore of a remote lighthouse keeper's island. It holds
a dead man - and a crying baby. The only two islanders, Tom and his wife Izzy,
are about to make a devastating decision. They break the rules and follow their
hearts. What happens next will break yours.

Dracula by Bram Stoker
ISBN 9781853260865
During a business visit to Count Dracula's castle in Transylvania, a young
English solicitor finds himself at the centre of a series of horrifying incidents.
Jonathan Harker is attacked by three phantom women, observes the Count's
transformation from human to bat form, and discovers puncture wounds on his own neck
that seem to have been made by teeth. Harker returns home upon his escape from
Dracula's grim fortress, but a friend's strange malady — involving sleepwalking, inexplicable
blood loss, and mysterious throat wounds — initiates a frantic vampire hunt.

The Ashes of London by Andrew Taylor
ISBN 9780008119096 London, 1666.
As the Great Fire consumes everything in its path, the body of a man is found
in the ruins of St Paul’s Cathedral – stabbed in the neck, thumbs tied behind
his back. The son of a traitor, James Marwood is forced to hunt the killer
through the city’s devastated streets. There he encounters a determined young
woman, who will stop at nothing to secure her freedom. When a second murder victim is
discovered in the Fleet Ditch, Marwood is drawn into the political and religious intrigue of
Westminster – and across the path of a killer with nothing to lose..Herring Girl by Debbie
Taylor ISBN 9781780744186 Set in a Tyneside fishing village, Herring Girl moves
effortlessly between 1898 and 2007 as twelve-year-old Ben finds himself the unlikely conduit
for Annie, a herring girl who lived - and died - a century earlier. As Ben tries to unravel the
puzzle of Annie’s death, he is drawn irresistibly into her long-vanished world.

The Hobbit by JRR Tolkein
ISBN 9780007525492
Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely
travelling further than the pantry of his hobbit-hole in Bag End. But his
contentment is disturbed when the wizard, Gandalf, and a company of thirteen
dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an unexpected
journey ‘there and back again’. They have a plot to raid the treasure hoard of Smaug the
Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon…

The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles
ISBN 978-1529157642
In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett returns home to his younger brother
Billy after serving fifteen months in a juvenile facility for involuntary
manslaughter. They are getting ready to leave their old life behind and head out
to sunny California.
But they're not alone. Two runaways from the youth work farm, Duchess and Wolly, have
followed Emmett all the way to Nebraska with a plan of their own, one that will take the four
of them on an unexpected and fateful journey in the opposite direction - to New York City.

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
ISBN 978-0099558781
On 21 June 1922 Count Alexander Rostov – recipient of the Order of Saint
Andrew, member of the Jockey Club, Master of the Hunt – is escorted out of
the Kremlin, across Red Square and through the elegant revolving doors of the
Hotel Metropol.
But instead of being taken to his usual suite, he is led to an attic room with a window the size
of a chessboard. Deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the Count has
been sentenced to house arrest indefinitely.
While Russia undergoes decades of tumultuous upheaval, the Count, stripped of the
trappings that defined his life, is forced to question what makes us who we are. And with the
assistance of a glamorous actress, a cantankerous chef and a very serious child, Rostov
unexpectedly discovers a new understanding of both pleasure and purpose.

Trespass by Rose Tremain
ISBN 9780099478454
In a silent valley in southern France stands an isolated stone farmhouse, the
Mas Lunel. Its owner is Aramon Lunel, an alcoholic haunted by his violent past.
His sister, Audrun, alone in her bungalow within sight of the Mas Lunel, dreams
of exacting retribution for the unspoken betrayals that have blighted her life.
Into this closed world comes Anthony Verey, a wealthy but disillusioned antiques dealer from
London seeking to remake his life in France. From the moment he arrives at the Mas Lunel,
a frightening and unstoppable series of consequences is set in motion...

The First Day of Spring by Nancy Tucker
lSBN 978-1529156478
Chrissie knows how to steal sweets from the shop without getting caught, the
best hiding place for hide-and-seek, the perfect wall for handstands.
Now she has a new secret. It gives her a fizzing, sherbet feeling in her belly.
She doesn't get to feel power like this at home, where food is scarce and attention scarcer.
Fifteen years later, Julia is trying to mother her five-year-old daughter, Molly. She is always
worried - about affording food and school shoes, about what the other mothers think of her.
Most of all she worries that the social services are about to take Molly away.
That's when the phone calls begin, which Julia is too afraid to answer, because it's clear the
caller knows the truth about what happened all those years ago.

The Burning Girls by C J Tudor
ISBN 978-1405939652
Welcome to Chapel Croft.
For Rev Jack Brooks and teenage daughter Flo it's a fresh start. New job, new
home. But in a close-knit community old superstitions and a mistrust of
outsiders mean treading carefully.
Yet right away Jack has more frightening concerns.
Why did no one say the last vicar killed himself? Why is Flo plagued by visions of burning
girls? And who is sending them threatening messages?
Old ghosts with scores to settle can never rest. And Jack is standing in their way . . .

The Seven Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle by Stuart Turton
ISBN 978-1408889510
It is meant to be a celebration but it ends in tragedy. As fireworks explode
overhead, Evelyn Hardcastle, the young and beautiful daughter of the house,
is killed.
But Evelyn will not die just once. Until Aiden - one of the guests summoned to
Blackheath for the party - can solve her murder, the day will repeat itself, over and over
again. Every time ending with the fateful pistol shot.
The only way to break this cycle is to identify the killer. But each time the day begins again,
Aiden wakes in the body of a different guest. And someone is determined to prevent him
ever escaping Blackheath...

French Braid by Anne Tyler
ISBN 978-1784744625
When the kids are grown and Mercy Garrett gradually moves herself out of the
family home, everyone is determined not to notice.
Over at her studio, she wants space and silence. She won't allow any family
clutter. Not even their cat, Desmond.
Yet it is a clutter of untidy moments that forms the Garretts' family life over the decades,
whether that's a painstaking Easter lunch or giving a child a ride, a fateful train journey or an
unexpected homecoming.
And it all begins in 1959, with a family holiday to a cabin by a lake. It's the only one the
Garretts will ever take, but its effects will ripple through the generations.

Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant by Anne Tyler
ISBN 9780099577270
Through every family run memories which bind it together - despite
everything. The Tulls of Baltimore are no exception. Abandoned by her
salesman husband, Pearl is left to bring up her three children alone - Cody, a
flawed devil, Ezra, a flawed saint, and Jenny, errant and passionate. Now as
Pearl lies dying, stiffly encased in her pride and solitude, the past is unlocked
and with it, secrets.

The Beekeeper’s Promise by Fiona Valpy
ISBN 978-154204703
Heartbroken and hoping for a new start, Abi Howes takes a summer job in
rural France at the Château Bellevue. The old château echoes with voices
from the past, and soon Abi finds herself drawn to one remarkable woman’s
story, a story that could change the course of her summer—and her life.
In 1938, Eliane Martin tends beehives in the garden of the beautiful Château Bellevue. In its
shadow she meets Mathieu Dubosq and falls in love for the first time, daring to hope that a
happy future awaits. But France’s eastern border is darkening under the clouds of war, and
history has other plans for Eliane…
When she is separated from Mathieu in the chaos of German occupation, Eliane makes the
dangerous decision to join the Resistance and fight for France’s liberty. But with no end to
the war in sight, her loyalty to Mathieu is severely tested.

Reputation by Sarah Vaughan
ISBN 978-1398502024
Emma Webster is a respectable MP. Emma Webster is a devoted mother.
Emma Webster is innocent of the murder of a tabloid journalist.
Emma Webster is a liar.

The Librarian by Salley Vickers
ISBN 978-0241330234
In 1958, Sylvia Blackwell, fresh from one of the new post-war Library
Schools, takes up a job as children's librarian in a run down library in the
market town of East Mole.
Her mission is to fire the enthusiasm of the children of East Mole for reading.
But her love affair with the local married GP, and her befriending of his precious daughter,
her neighbour's son and her landlady's neglected grandchild, ignite the prejudices of the
town, threatening her job and the very existence of the library with dramatic consequences
for them all.
The Librarian is a moving testament to the joy of reading and the power of books to change
and inspire us all.

Pilgrim State by Jacqueline Walker
ISBN 9780340960783
'Pilgrim State' is the story of generations of strong women, a fictionalised
autobiography, spanning a period from the 1940s to the present day. It follows
a family's migration from Jamaica, via the USA and Canada, to Britain. At the
heart is the story of Dorothy, a mother of four who would do anything to keep
her family together.

Death in the Dordoyne by Martin Walker
ISBN 9781784299408
The first Dordogne Mystery starring Bruno, Chief of Police, France's
favourite cop. EU inspectors are causing havoc in the little town of St
Denis and local tempers are running high, but is it really cause for
murder?

The Cherry Robbers by Sarai Walker
ISBN 978-1800810303
The reclusive Sylvia Wren, one of the most important American artists of the
past century, has been running from her past for sixty years. Born Iris Chapel,
of the Chapel munitions dynasty, second youngest of six sisters, she grew up
in a palatial Victorian 'Wedding Cake House' in New England, neglected by her
distant father and troubled, haunted mother.
The sisters longed to escape, but the only way out was marriage. Not long after the first
Chapel sister walks down the aisle, she dies of mysterious causes, a tragedy that repeats
with the second sister, leaving the rest to navigate the wreckage, with heart-wrenching
consequences.
The Cherry Robbers is a wonderfully atmospheric, propulsive novel about sisterhood,
mortality and forging one's own path.

The Man Who Didn’t Call by Rosie Walsh
ISBN 978-1509828302
Imagine you meet a man, spend seven glorious days together, and fall in
love. And it’s mutual: you’ve never been so certain of anything.
So when he leaves for a long-booked holiday and promises to call from the
airport, you have no cause to doubt him.
But he doesn’t call.
Your friends tell you to forget him, but you know they're wrong: something must have
happened; there must be a reason for his silence.
What do you do when you finally discover you're right? That there is a reason – and that
reason is the one thing you didn't share with each other?
The truth.

A Quiet Life by Natasha Walter
ISBN 9780008113773
Since the disappearance of her husband in 1951, Laura Leverett has been
living in limbo with her daughter in Geneva. All others see is her conventional,
charming exterior; nobody guesses the secret she is carrying. Her double life
began years ago, when she stepped on to the boat which carried her across
the Atlantic in 1939. Eager to learn, and eager to love, she found herself suddenly inspired
by a young Communist woman she met on the boat. In London she begins to move between
two different worlds – from the urbane society of her cousins and their upper class friends, to
the anger of those who want to forge a new society. One night at a party she meets a man
who seems to her to combine both worlds, but who is hiding a secret bigger than she could
ever imagine.

A Lovely Way To Burn by Louise Welsh
ISBN 9781848546530
In a time that could be tomorrow, in a London that feels like our own, people
are dying, and the doctors are helpless to stop it. One woman has had the
virus and survived. Now someone is trying to kill her. And there is no justice, in
a city full of death.

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
ISBN 978-0708898406
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. All the slaves lead a hellish
existence, but Cora has it worse than most; she is an outcast even among her
fellow Africans and she is approaching womanhood, where it is clear even
greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a slave recently arrived from Virginia, tells
her about the Underground Railroad, they take the perilous decision to escape
to the North.
At each stop on her journey, Cora encounters a different world. As Whitehead brilliantly
recreates the unique terrors for black people in the pre-Civil War era, his narrative
seamlessly weaves the saga of America, from the brutal importation of Africans to the

unfulfilled promises of the present day. The Underground Railroad is at once the story of one
woman's ferocious will to escape the horrors of bondage and a shatteringly powerful
meditation on history.

Dockside at Willow Lake by Susan Wiggs
ISBN 9781848450899
With her daughter grown-up and flown from the nest, Nina Romano is ready to
embark on a new adventure. As a young single Mum there were things she’d
given up – no postponed! – and this is Nina’s time to start again, chase new
dreams and find herself or at least a new self…! But just as she she’s beginning
to enjoy being on her own, Nina meets Greg Bellamy, owner of the charming Inn at Willow
Lake. Greg’s struggling being a single dad, his teenage daughter is pregnant and he can’t
figure out how to fix things. Nina finds herself stepping in to help. Perhaps Nina’s new life will
include a new love?

The Picture of Dorian Grey by Oscar Wilde
ISBN 979-8529456842
Dorian Gray is the subject of a full-length portrait in oil by Basil Hallward, an
artist impressed and infatuated by Dorian's beauty; he believes that Dorian's
beauty is responsible for the new mood in his art as a painter. Through Basil,
Dorian meets Lord Henry Wotton, and he soon is enthralled by the aristocrat's
hedonistic world view: that beauty and sensual fulfilment are the only things worth pursuing
in life.
Newly understanding that his beauty will fade, Dorian expresses the desire to sell his soul, to
ensure that the picture, rather than he, will age and fade. The wish is granted, and Dorian
pursues a libertine life of varied amoral experiences while staying young and beautiful; all
the while, his portrait ages and records every sin.
People Person by Candace Carty Williams
ISBN 978-1409180128
IF YOU COULD CHOOSE YOUR FAMILY...
YOU WOULDN'T CHOOSE THE PENNINGTONS.
Dimple Pennington knew of her half siblings, but she didn't really know them. Five people
who don't have anything in common except for faint memories of being driven through
Brixton in their dad's gold jeep, and some pretty complex abandonment issues.
Dimple has bigger things to think about. She's thirty, and her life isn't really going anywhere.
An aspiring lifestyle influencer with a terrible and wayward boyfriend, Dimple's life has
shrunk to the size of a phone screen. And despite a small but loyal following, she's never felt
more alone.
That is, until a catastrophic event brings her half siblings Nikisha, Danny, Lizzie and Prynce
crashing back into her life. And when they're all forced to reconnect with Cyril Pennington,
the absent father they never really knew, things get even more complicated.

Stoner by John Williams
ISBN 978-0099561545
William Stoner enters the University of Missouri at nineteen to study
agriculture. A seminar on English literature changes his life, and he never
returns to work on his father's farm. Stoner becomes a teacher. He marries the
wrong woman. His life is quiet, and after his death his colleagues remember
him rarely.
Yet with truthfulness, compassion and intense power, this novel uncovers a story of
universal value. Stoner tells of the conflicts, defeats and victories of the human race that
pass unrecorded by history, and reclaims the significance of an individual life. A reading
experience like no other, itself a paean to the power of literature, it is a novel to be savoured.

Into the Trees by Robert Williams
ISBN 9780571308187
Harriet Norton won't stop crying. Her parents, Ann and Thomas, are being
driven close to insanity and only one thing will help. Mysteriously, their infant
daughter will only calm when she's under the ancient trees of Bleasdale forest.

Stealing People by Robert Wilson
ISBN 9781409148203
London, January 2014. In the space of 32 hours, in a well-planned and highly
organized operation, six billionaires' children are taken off the streets of
London in a series of slickly well-executed kidnaps. The gang demands £25
million per hostage for 'expenses' - not ransom. And when your child goes
missing, you need Charles Boxer: a man with little left to lose who'll stop at nothing to save
families suffering what he has. The wealthy parents of the missing children know that Boxer
will do more than police can - but that doesn't mean the law will leave it to him. Intelligence
agencies are all interested in the kidnaps because in each case the parents are related to
people in power in the various countries involved. Soon the investigation goes beyond the
corridors of power and the boardrooms of big corporations - and to far darker corners. Even
more worryingly for Boxer, and his ex-wife Mercy, it threatens to lead back to their own lives,
too. But still nobody knows what this mysterious kidnap gang ultimately want and, if they
have a cause, what the hell is it?

Oranges are not the only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson
ISBN 978-0099598183
This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her mother as one of
God's elect. Zealous and passionate, she seems seems destined for life as a
missionary, but then she falls for one of her converts. At sixteen, Jeanette
decides to leave the church, her home and her family, for the young woman
she loves. Innovative, punchy and tender, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a few days ride
into the bizarre outposts of religious excess and human obsession

Tin Man by Sarah Winman
ISBN 978-0755390977
It begins with a painting won in a raffle: fifteen sunflowers, hung on the wall by
a woman who believes that men and boys are capable of beautiful things.
And then there are two boys, Ellis and Michael,
who are inseparable.
And the boys become men,
and then Annie walks into their lives,
and it changes nothing and everything.
This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her mother as one of God's elect.
Zealous and passionate, she seems seems destined for life as a missionary, but then she
falls for one of her converts. At sixteen, Jeanette decides to leave the church, her home and
her family, for the young woman she loves. Innovative, punchy and tender, Oranges Are Not
the Only Fruit is a few days ride into the bizarre outposts of religious excess and human
obsession.

Belzhar by Meg Wolitzer
ISBN 9781471123764
If life were fair, Jam Gallahue would still be at home in New Jersey with her
sweet British boyfriend, Reeve Maxfield. She’d be watching old comedy
sketches with him. She’d be kissing him in the library stacks. She certainly
wouldn’t be at The Wooden Barn, a therapeutic boarding school in rural
Vermont, living with a weird roommate, and signed up for an exclusive,
mysterious class called Special Topics in English. But life isn’t fair, and Reeve Maxfield is
dead. Until a journal-writing assignment leads Jam to Belzhar, where the untainted past is
restored, and Jam can feel Reeve’s arms around her once again. But there are hidden truths
on Jam’s path to reclaim her loss.

Therese Raquin by Emile Zola
ISBN 9780099573531
When Thérèse Raquin is forced to marry the sickly Camille, she sees a bare life
stretching out before her, leading every evening to the same cold bed and every
morning to the same empty day. Escape comes in the form of her husband’s
friend, Laurent, and Thérèse throws herself headlong into an affair. There
seems only one obstacle to their happiness; Camille. They plot to be rid of him. But in
destroying Camille they kill the very desire that connects them…
First published in 1867, Thérèse Raquin has lost none of its power to enthral. Adam
Thorpe’s unflinching translation brings Zola’s dark and shocking masterwork to life.

Non-Fiction:

Walking Home: A Poet's Journey by Simon Armitage
ISBN 9780871407436
In summer 2010 Simon Armitage decided to walk the Pennine Way. The
challenging 256-mile route is usually approached from south to north, from
Edale in the Peak District to Kirk Yetholm, the other side of the Scottish border.
He resolved to tackle it the other way round: through beautiful and bleak terrain,
across lonely fells and into the howling wind, he would be walking home, towards the
Yorkshire village where he was born. Travelling as a 'modern troubadour' without a penny in
his pocket, he stopped along the way to give poetry readings in village halls, churches, pubs
and living rooms. His audiences varied from the passionate to the indifferent, and his
readings were accompanied by the clacking of pool balls, the drumming of rain and the
bleating of sheep.

Four Mums in a Boat by Janette Benaddi et al.
ISBN 978-0008214845
A group of four working mums from Yorkshire made history and achieved their
dreams, by crossing the Atlantic in 67 days and picking up a world record the
oldest women to row any ocean, all to raise money for charity and inspire
others.

The Stranger on the Bridge; My Journey from Suicidal Despair to Hope by
Jonny Benjamin and Britt Pflüger
ISBN 9781509846436
In 2008, twenty-year-old Jonny Benjamin stood on Waterloo Bridge, about to
jump. A stranger saw his distress and stopped to talk with him – a decision that
saved Jonny's life. Fast forward to 2014 and Jonny, together with Rethink
Mental Illness launch a campaign with a short video clip so that Jonny could
finally thank that stranger who put him on the path to recovery. More than 319 million people
around the world followed the search. ITV's breakfast shows picked up the story until the
stranger, whose name is Neil Laybourn, was found and – in an emotional and touching
moment – the pair re-united and have remained firm friends ever since.
The Stranger on the Bridge is a memoir of the journey Jonny made both personally, and
publicly to not only find the person who saved his life, but also to explore how he got to the
bridge in the first place and how he continues to manage his diagnosis of schizoaffective
disorder. Using extracts from diaries Jonny has been writing from the age of thirteen, this
book is a deeply personal memoir with a unique insight on mental health.

Keeping On Keeping On by Alan Bennett
ISBN 9781781256497
Alan Bennett's third collection of prose Keeping On Keeping On follows in the
footsteps of the phenomenally successful Writing Home and Untold Stories,
each published ten years apart. This latest collection contains Bennett's
peerless diaries 2005 to 2015, reflecting on a decade that saw four premieres
at the National Theatre (The Habit of Art, People, Hymn and Cocktail Sticks), a West End
double-bill transfer, and the films of The History Boys and The Lady in the Van.

The Farm by Richard Benson
ISBN 9780141012940
The Story of One Family and the English Countryside. Richard Benson was
never cut out for life on the family farm, yet when his father chose to sell up he
decided to return to Yorkshire. This is his account of being outwitted by even
the dimmest of animals whilst trying to make ends meet.

The Valley by Richard Benson
ISBN 9781408831632
The close-knit villages of the Dearne Valley were home to four generations of
the Hollingworth family. Spanning Richard Benson's great-grandmother
Winnie's ninety-two years in the valley, and drawing on years of historical
research, interviews and anecdotes, The Valley lets us into generations of
carousing and banter as the family's attempts to build a better and fairer world for
themselves meet sometimes with triumph, sometimes with bitter defeat. Against a backdrop
of underground explosions, strikes and pit closures, these are unflinching, deeply personal
stories of battles between the sexes in a man's world sustained by strong women; of growing
up, and the power of love and imagination to transform lives.

Train and Buttered Toast by John Betjeman
ISBN 9780719561276
Eccentric, sentimental and homespun, John Betjeman's passions were mostly
self-taught. He saw his country being devastated by war and progress and he
waged a private war to save it. His only weapons were words - the poetry for
which he is best known and, even more influential, the radio talks that first
made him a phenomenon. From fervent pleas for provincial preservation to humoresques on
eccentric vicars and his own personal demons, Betjeman's talks combined wit, nostalgia and
criticism in a way that touched the soul of his listeners from the 1930s to the 1950s. Now
collected in book form for the first time, his broadcasts represent one of the most compelling
archives of twentieth-century broadcasting, reawakening the modern reader to Betjeman's
unique perspective and the compelling magic of the golden age of wireless.

The Road To Little Dribbling by Bill Bryson
ISBN 9780552779838
Twenty years ago, Bill Bryson went on a trip around Britain to celebrate the
green and kindly island that had become his adopted country. The hilarious
book that resulted, Notes from a Small Island, was taken to the nation’s heart
and became the bestselling travel book ever, and was also voted in a BBC poll
the book that best represents Britain. Now, to mark the twentieth anniversary of that modern
classic, Bryson makes a brand-new journey round Britain to see what has changed.
Following (but not too closely) a route he dubs the Bryson Line, from Bognor Regis to Cape
Wrath, by way of places that many people never get to at all, Bryson sets out to rediscover
the wondrously beautiful, magnificently eccentric, endearingly unique country that he thought
he knew but doesn’t altogether recognize any more. Yet, despite Britain’s occasional failings

and more or less eternal bewilderments, Bill Bryson is still pleased to call our rainy island
home. And not just because of the cream teas, a noble history, and an extra day off at
Christmas. Once again, with his matchless homing instinct for the funniest and quirkiest, his
unerring eye for the idiotic, the endearing, the ridiculous and the scandalous, Bryson gives
us an acute and perceptive insight into all that is best and worst about Britain today.

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote
ISBN 978-0241956830
In Cold Blood: A True Account of a Multiple Murder and its Consequences is
considered by many to be the first work of the true crime genre. In this ground
breaking book, Truman Capote reconstructs the murder of the Clutter family
from information provided by newspaper articles and interviews.

Come, Tell me How You Live: Memories from Archaeological expeditions in the
Mysterious Middle East by Agatha Christie
ISBN 9780007487240
Agatha Christie’s personal memoirs about her travels to Syria and Iraq in the
1930s with her archaeologist husband Max Mallowan, where she worked on
the digs and wrote some of her most evocative novels.
Think you know Agatha Christie? Think again! To the world she was Agatha Christie,
legendary author of bestselling whodunits. But in the 1930s she wore a different hat,
travelling with her husband, renowned archaeologist Max Mallowan, as he investigated the
buried ruins and ancient wonders of Syria and Iraq. When friends asked what this strange
‘other life’ was like, she decided to answer their questions by writing down her adventures in
this eye-opening book. Described by the author as a ‘meandering chronicle of life on an
archaeological dig’, Come, Tell Me How You Live is Agatha Christie's very personal memoir
of her time spent in this breath-taking corner of the globe, living among the working men in
tents in the desert where recorded human history began. Acclaimed as ‘a pure pleasure to
read’, it is an altogether remarkable and increasingly poignant narrative, a fascinating,
vibrant and vivid portrait of everyday life in a world now long since vanished.

Our Billie by Ian Clayton
ISBN 9780141042336
Every parent's worst nightmare became a reality for Ian Clayton. On a short
holiday break in Hay-on-Wye he took his nine-year-old twins canoeing, and in a
freak accident his daughter Billie was drowned. In a remarkably frank and vivid
way Clayton describes what happened on that spring day, his desperate
attempts to save his two children, and then what it felt like two years later to come face to
face with the men who hired out the canoe. But Our Billie is not a story of bitterness and
recrimination. Instead it's the story of how a family attempts to come to terms with something
which makes no sense at all. Through his memories of Billie and his wonderfully affectionate
portrait of the small town in Yorkshire where the family has lived for generations, he weaves
a story of loss and remembering, of gratitude and forgiveness.

Attention All Shipping by Charlie Connolly
ISBN 9780349116037
This solemn, rhythmic intonation of the shipping forecast on BBC radio is as
familiar as the sound of Big Ben chiming the hour. Since its first broadcast in the
1920s it has inspired poems, songs and novels in addition to its intended
objective of warning generations of seafarers of impending storms and gales.
Sitting at home listening to the shipping forecast can be a cosily reassuring experience.
There's no danger of a westerly gale eight, veering south-westerly increasing nine later
(visibility poor) gusting through your average suburban living room, blowing the Sunday
papers all over the place and startling the cat.
Yet familiar though the sea areas are by name, few people give much thought to where they
are or what they contain. In ATTENTION ALL SHIPPING Charlie Connelly wittily explores
the places behind the voice, those mysterious regions whose names seem often to bear no
relation to conventional geography. Armchair travel will never be the same again.

Common Ground by Robert Cowen
ISBN 9780099592037
After moving from London to a new home in Yorkshire, and about to become
a father for the first time, Rob Cowen finds himself in unfamiliar territory.
Disoriented, hemmed in by winter and yearning for open space, he ventures
out to a nearby edge-land: a pylon-slung tangle of wood, hedge, field,
meadow and river that lies unclaimed and overlooked on the outskirts of town.
Digging deeper into this lost landscape, he begins to uncover its many layers and lives –
beast, bird, insect, plant and people – in kaleidoscopic detail. As the seasons change and
the birth of his child draws closer, his transformative journey into the blurry space where
human and nature meet becomes increasingly profound. In bringing this edge-land to life,
Cowen offers both a both a unique portrait of people and place through.

On Chapel Sands by Laura Cumming
ISBN 978-1784742478
Uncovering the mystery of her mother’s disappearance as a child: Laura
Cumming, prize-winning author and art critic, takes a closer look at her family
story.
On Chapel Sands is a book of mystery and memoir. Two narratives run
through it: the mother’s childhood tale; and Cumming’s own pursuit of the truth. Humble
objects light up the story: a pie dish, a carved box, an old Vick’s jar. Letters, tickets, recipe
books, even the particular slant of a copperplate hand give vital clues. And pictures of all
kinds, from paintings to photographs, open up like doors to the truth. Above all, Cumming
discovers how to look more closely at the family album – with its curious gaps and missing
persons – finding crucial answers, captured in plain sight at the click of a shutter.

The Co-Op's Got Bananas by Hunter Davies
ISBN 9781471153419
A poignant and very personal childhood memoir of growing up in Cumbria
during the Second World War and into the 1950s, from columnist Hunter
Davies

Ghosts By Daylight by Janine Di Giovanni
ISBN 9781408822319
Janine and Bruno first fell in love as young reporters in the besieged city of
Sarajevo. Years later - after endless phone calls, much of what the French call
malentendu, secret trysts in foreign cities, numerous break-ups, three
miscarriages, countless stories of rebel armies and a dozen wars that had
passed between them - they arrive in Paris one rainy January to begin a new life together.

Nigel, My Family and Other Dogs by Monty Don
ISBN 9781473641716
When Monty Don's golden retriever Nigel became the surprise star of BBC
Gardeners' World inspiring huge interest, fan mail and his own social media
accounts, Monty Don wanted to explore what makes us connect with animals
quite so deeply. In many respects Nigel is a very ordinary dog; charming,
handsome and obedient, as so many are. He is also a much loved family pet. He is also a
star. By telling Nigel's story, Monty relates his relationships with the other special dogs in his
life in a memoir of his dogs past and very much present. Witty, touching and life-affirming,
Nigel: My family and other dogs is wonderfully heart-warming. Monty Don is a great writer
coming out of the garden and into the hearts and homes of every dog lover in the UK.

One Child by Mei Fong
ISBN 9781780748450
An intimate investigation of the world's largest experiment in social
engineering, revealing how its effects will shape China for decades to come,
and what that means for the rest of the world When Communist Party leaders
adopted the one-child policy in 1980, they hoped curbing birth-rates would
help lift China s poorest and increase the country s global stature. But at what cost? Now, as
China closes the book on the policy after more than three decades, it faces a population
grown too old and too male, with a vastly diminished supply of young workers. Mei Fong has
spent years documenting the policy s repercussions on every sector of Chinese society. In
"One Child," she explores its true human impact, traveling across China to meet the people
who live with its consequences. Their stories reveal a dystopian reality: unauthorized second
children ignored by the state, only-children supporting aging parents and grandparents on
their own, villages teeming with ineligible bachelors, and an ungoverned adoption market
stretching across the globe. Fong tackles questions that have major implications for China s
future: whether its Little Emperor cohort will make for an entitled or risk-averse generation;
how China will manage to support itself when one in every four people is over sixty-five
years old; and above all, how much the one-child policy may end up hindering China s
growth. Weaving in Fong s reflections on striving to become a mother herself, "One Child"
offers a nuanced and candid report from the extremes of family planning."

The Escape Artist by Jonathan Freedland
ISBN 978-1529369045
In April 1944 nineteen-year-old Rudolf Vrba and fellow inmate Fred Wetzler
became the first Jews ever to break out of Auschwitz. Under electrified fences
and past armed watchtowers, evading thousands of SS men and slavering
dogs, they trekked across marshlands, mountains and rivers to freedom. Vrba's
mission: to reveal to the world the truth of the Holocaust.
In the death factory of Auschwitz, Vrba had become an eyewitness to almost every chilling
stage of the Nazis' process of industrialised murder. The more he saw, the more determined
he became to warn the Jews of Europe what fate awaited them. A brilliant student of science
and mathematics, he committed each detail to memory, risking everything to collect the first
data of the Final Solution. After his escape, that information would form a priceless thirtytwo-page report that would reach Roosevelt, Churchill and the pope and eventually save
over 200,000 lives.
But the escape from Auschwitz was not his last. After the war, he kept running - from his
past, from his home country, from his adopted country, even from his own name. Few knew
of the truly extraordinary deed he had done.
Now, at last, Rudolf Vrba's heroism can be known - and he can take his place alongside
those whose stories define history's darkest chapter.

Midnight in Peking by Paul French
ISBN 9780241957172
The teenage daughter of a British consul is brutally slaughtered. The police
investigation is botched; as war looms British and Chinese authorities close
ranks. A grieving father vows to uncover the truth - alone. Seventy-five years
later, historian Paul French uncovers a stash of forgotten documents
revealing the killer's identity. For those who loved The Suspicions of Mr
Whicher and Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil this is a riveting and evocative true
crime classic.

Hello World – How to be Human in the Age of the Machine by Hannah Fry
ISBN 9781784163068
You are accused of a crime. Who would you rather determined your fate – a
human or an algorithm? An algorithm is more consistent and less prone to
error of judgement. Yet a human can look you in the eye before passing
sentence. Welcome to the age of the algorithm, the story of a not-too-distant
future where machines rule supreme, making important decisions – in
healthcare, transport, finance, security, what we watch, where we go even who we send to
prison. So how much should we rely on them? What kind of future do we want?
Hannah Fry takes us on a tour of the good, the bad and the downright ugly of the algorithms
that surround us. In Hello World she lifts the lid on their inner workings, demonstrates their
power, exposes their limitations, and examines whether they really are an improvement on
the humans they are replacing.

The Sun Hasn’t Fallen From the Sky by Alison Gangel
ISBN 9781408822050
Seven-year-old Ailsa Dunn's Ma is prettier than all the other mothers, her Da
is the most handsome man in the world. They're made for each other... But
the grown-up world is more complicated than that, and when alcohol intrudes,
violence becomes the norm and unpredictability reigns - and the ground shifts
beneath Ailsa's small feet.

Fatherhood by Charlie Gilmour
ISBN 978-1474609487
About the young magpie that fell from its nest in a Bermondsey junkyard into
Charlie Gilmour - and swiftly changed it. Demanding worms around the clock,
riffling through his wallet, sharing his baths and roosting in his hair...
About the jackdaw kept at a Cornish stately home by Heathcote Williams,
anarchist, poet, magician, stealer of Christmas, and Charlie’s biological father who vanished
from his life in the dead of night.
It is a story about repetition across generations and birds that run in the blood; about a terror
of repeating the sins of the father and a desire to build a nest of one’s own.

At the Coalface by Joan Hart and Veronica Clark
ISBN 9780007596164
A heart-warming story of a woman who devoted her life to helping others.
This is the memoir of Joan, who started nursing in the 1940s and whose
experiences took her into the Yorkshire mining pits and through the tumult of
the 1984-85 miners’ strike. Joan Hart always knew what she wanted to do
with her life. Born in South Yorkshire in 1932, she started her nursing training
when she was 16, the youngest age girls could do so at the time. She continued working
after she married and her work took her to London and Doncaster, caring for children and
miners. When she took a job as a pit nurse in Doncaster in 1974, she found that in order to
be accepted by the men under her care, she would have to become one of them. Most of the
time rejecting a traditional nurse’s uniform and donning a baggy miner’s suit, pit boots, a
hardhat and a headlamp, Joan resolved always to go down to injured miners and bring them
out of the pit herself. Over 15 years Joan grew to know the miners not only as a nurse, but
as a confidante and friend. She tended to injured miners underground, rescued men trapped
in the pits, and provided support for them and their families during the bitter miners’ strike
which stretched from March 1984 to 1985. Moving and uplifting, this is a story of one
woman’s life, marriage and work; it is guaranteed to make readers laugh, cry and smile.

Travelling To Infinity by Jane Hawking
ISBN 9781846883668
Professor Stephen Hawking is one of the most famous and remarkable
scientists of our age and author of the scientific bestseller "A Brief History of
Time", which sold over 25 million copies across the world and will be adapted
as a children's book in the Autumn of next year. In this compelling memoir his
first wife, Jane Hawking, relates the inside story of their extraordinary
marriage. As Stephen's academic renown soared, his body was collapsing under the

assaults of motor neurone disease, and Jane's candid account of trying to balance his 24hour care with the needs of their growing family will be inspirational to anyone dealing with
family illness. The inner-strength of the author, and the self-evident character and
achievements of her husband, make for an incredible tale that is always presented with
unflinching honesty; the author's candour is no less evident when the marriage finally ends
in a high-profile meltdown, with Stephen leaving Jane for one of his nurses, while Jane goes
on to marry an old family friend. In this exceptionally open, moving and often funny memoir,
Jane Hawking confronts not only the acutely complicated and painful dilemmas of her first
marriage, but also the faultlines exposed in a relationship by the pervasive effects of fame
and wealth. The result is a book about optimism, love and change that will resonate with
readers everywhere.

The Book of Trespass by Nick Hayes
ISBN 978-1526604729
The vast majority of our country is entirely unknown to us because we are
banned from setting foot on it. By law of trespass, we are excluded from 92 per
cent of the land and 97 per cent of its waterways, blocked by walls whose
legitimacy is rarely questioned. But behind them lies a story of enclosure,
exploitation and dispossession of public rights whose effects last to this day.
The Book of Trespass takes us on a journey over the walls of England, into the thousands of
square miles of rivers, woodland, lakes and meadows that are blocked from public access.
By trespassing the land of the media magnates, Lords, politicians and private corporations
that own England, Nick Hayes argues that the root of social inequality is the uneven
distribution of land.
Weaving together the stories of poachers, vagabonds, gypsies, witches, hippies, ravers,
ramblers, migrants and protestors, and charting acts of civil disobedience that challenge
orthodox power at its heart, The Book of Trespass will transform the way you see the land.

More than Just a Good Life: The Authorised Biography of Richard Briers by
James Hogg
ISBN 9781472129239
The term 'national treasure' has seldom been more appropriate. Richard
Briers was not only the nation's favourite next-door neighbour thanks to his
work in the iconic BBC sitcom The Good Life, he was an actor you felt like you
really knew, despite having only seen him on stage or screen. While his role
as Tom Good might be considered the pinnacle of Richard's sixty-year career, it sits atop a
mountain of roles that combined represent one of the most productive and varied careers in
British entertainment history. Anecdote-rich, this revealing but celebratory book will also lift
the lid on the stories behind the shows, films and plays that made up this extraordinarily
prolific career, not to mention Richard's working and personal relationships with many of his
best-known collaborators and co-stars.

Now All Roads Lead to France by Matthew Hollis
ISBN 9780571245994
Edward Thomas was perhaps the most beguiling and influential of First World
War poets. Now All Roads Lead to France is an account of his final five years,
centred on his extraordinary friendship with Robert Frost and Thomas's fatal

decision to fight in the war. The book also evokes an astonishingly creative moment in
English literature, when London was a battleground for new, ambitious kinds of writing. A
generation that included W. B. Yeats, Ezra Pound, Robert Frost and Rupert Brooke were
'making it new' - vehemently and pugnaciously.

Storyland by Amy Jeffs
ISBN 978-1529408003
It begins between the Creation and Noah's Flood, follows the footsteps of the
earliest generation of giants from an age when the children of Cain and the
progeny of fallen angels walked the earth, to the founding of Britain, England,
Wales and Scotland, the birth of Christ, the wars between Britons, Saxons and
Vikings, and closes with the arrival of the Normans.
These are retellings of medieval tales of legend, landscape and the yearning to belong, inhabited
with characters now half-remembered: Brutus, Albina, Scota, Arthur and Bladud among them.
Told with narrative flair, embellished in stunning artworks and glossed with a rich and erudite
commentary. We visit beautiful, sacred places that include prehistoric monuments like
Stonehenge and Wayland's Smithy, spanning the length of Britain from the archipelago of
Orkney to as far south as Cornwall; mountains and lakes such as Snowdon and Loch Etive and
rivers including the Ness, the Soar and the story-silted Thames in a vivid, beautiful tale of our
land steeped in myth. It Illuminates a collective memory that still informs the identity and political
ambition of these places.

Plot 29 A Memoir by Allan Jenkins
ISBN 9780008121952
‘When I am disturbed, even angry, gardening has been a therapy. When I
don't want to talk I turn to Plot 29, or to a wilder piece of land by a northern
sea. There, among seeds and trees, my breathing slows; my heart rate too.
My anxieties slip away.’
As a young boy in 1960s Plymouth, Allan Jenkins and his brother,
Christopher, were rescued from their care home and fostered by an elderly couple. There,
the brothers started to grow flowers in their riverside cottage. They found a new life with their
new mum and dad. Over the course of a year, Allan digs deeper into his past, seeking to
learn more about his absent parents. A beautifully written, haunting memoir, Plot 29 is a
mystery story and meditation on nature and nurture. It’s also a celebration of the joy to be
found in sharing food and flowers with people you love.

This Boy by Alan Johnson
ISBN 9780552167017
Alan Johnson's childhood was not so much difficult as unusual, particularly for a
man who was destined to become Home Secretary. Not in respect of the
poverty, which was shared with many of those living in the slums of post-war
Britain, but in its transition from two-parent family to single mother and then to
no parents at all. This is essentially the story of two incredible women: Alan's mother, Lily,
who battled against poor health, poverty, domestic violence and loneliness to try to ensure a
better life for her children; and his sister, Linda, who had to assume an enormous amount of
responsibility at a very young age and who fought to keep the family together and out of care
when she herself was still only a child. Played out against the background of a vanishing
community living in condemned housing, the story moves from post-war austerity in pre-

gentrified Notting Hill, through the race riots, school on the Kings Road, Chelsea in the
Swinging 60s, to the rock-and-roll years, making a record in Denmark Street and becoming a
husband and father whilst still in his teens..

The Book Of Joy by The Dalai Lama
ISBN 978-1786330444
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop
Desmond Tutu have survived more than fifty years of exile and the soulcrushing violence of oppression. Despite their hardships – or, as they would
say, because of them – they are two of the most joyful people on the planet.
In April 2015, Archbishop Tutu travelled to the Dalai Lama’s home in Dharamsala, India, to
celebrate His Holiness’s eightieth birthday and to create this book as a gift for others. They
looked back on their long lives to answer a single burning question: how do we find joy in the
face of life’s inevitable suffering?

Red Sky at Sunrise by Laurie Lee
ISBN 9780140172850
Beginning with ‘Cider with Rosie’, Laurie Lee writes evocatively of his idyllic
childhood in the Cotswolds of the twenties, a world of rich sensuousness and
native innocence. ‘As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning’ picks up the
story as he leaves his valley for London and then for Spain. There, equipped
only with a violin and his wits, he crossed the dramatic landscape of a vibrant and still almost
medieval Spain for which he developed an abiding affection.

Torn by Rosie Lewis
ISBN 9780008112974
Foster carer Rosie Lewis faces a battle to uncover the dark family secret that
is tearing a family apart. Experienced foster carer, Rosie Lewis, is used to
looking after children from difficult home situations, but she finds herself
struggling when she agrees to take in Taylor and her younger brother, Reece,
for a short while. Taylor tries desperately not to fit in, to be the tough young teen that she
has had to become, making it clear that she cares about nothing and no-one, while Reece is
just desperate for someone to love him. Rosie finds herself battling an unknown monster in
their past, as social media and the Internet become a means to control and manipulate the
siblings while in her care. And then a more sinister turn of events causes Rosie to dig into
their past, desperate to discover the truth before her time with them is over and they must be
returned to their family.

Landmarks by Robert Macfarlane
ISBN 9780241967874
Words are grained into our landscapes, and landscapes are grained into our
words. Landmarks is about the power of language to shape our sense of
place. It is a field guide to the literature of nature, and a glossary containing
thousands of remarkable words used in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales
to describe land, nature and weather. Travelling from Cumbria to the Cairngorms, and
exploring the landscapes of Roger Deakin, J. A. Baker, Nan Shepherd and others, Robert

Macfarlane shows that language, well used, is a keen way of knowing landscape, and a vital
means of coming to love it.

Operation Mincemeat by Ben McIntyre
ISBN 978-1526653550
"It is a tribute to Macintyre's skill that we never for a moment forget that it is
actually all true" Daily Telegraph
Operation Mincemeat was the most successful wartime deception ever
attempted, and the strangest. Beginning in April, 1943 with the corpse of a British soldier
floating in the sea off the coast of Spain, it set off a train of events that would change the
course of the Second World War.

Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall
ISBN 978-1783962433
Geography shapes not only our history, but where we're headed...
ON THE RUSSIA/UKRAINE CRISIS - What is driving Russia's foreign policy?
Why do Putin's actions mirror those made in the past? Prisoners of
Geography analyses the geographic weaknesses and historical invasions of Russia's
territories, exploring how they have ultimately shaped the decisions of its leaders past and
present.
All leaders are constrained by geography. Their choices are limited by mountains, rivers,
seas and concrete. Yes, to follow world events you need to understand people, ideas and
movements - but if you don't know geography, you'll never have the full picture.
If you've ever wondered why Putin is so obsessed with Crimea, why the USA was destined
to become a global superpower, or why China's power base continues to expand ever
outwards, the answers are all here.
In ten chapters and ten maps, Prisoners of Geography looks at the past, present and future
to offer an essential insight into one of the major factors that determines world history.

Frostquake by Juliet Nicholson
ISBN 978-1526653550
On Boxing Day 1962, when Juliet Nicolson was eight years old, the snow
began to fall. It did not stop for ten weeks.
The threat of nuclear war had reached its terrifying height with the recent
Cuban Missile Crisis, unemployment was on the rise, and yet, underneath the frozen
surface, new life was beginning to stir.
From poets to pop stars, shopkeepers to schoolchildren, and her own family's experiences,
Juliet Nicolson traces the hardship of that frozen winter and the emancipation that followed.
That spring, new life was unleashed, along with freedoms we take for granted today.

The Penguin Lessons
ISBN 9781405921800
Set against Argentina's turbulent years following the collapse of the corrupt
Perónist regime, this is the heart-warming story of Juan Salvador the
penguin, rescued by Tom Michell from an oil slick in Uruguay just days before
his new term as a teacher in a prestigious Argentine boarding school. When
the bird refuses to leave Tom's side, the young teacher has no choice but to
smuggle it across the border, through customs, and back to school. Whether it's as the
rugby team's mascot, the housekeeper's confidant, the host at Tom's parties or the most
flamboyant swimming coach in world history, Juan Salvador transforms the lives of all he
meets - in particular one homesick school boy. And as for Tom, he discovers in Juan
Salvador a compadre like no other... The Penguin Lessons is a unique and moving true story
which has captured imaginations around the globe - for all those who dreamed as a child
they might one day talk to the animals.

Down and Out in Paris and London by George Orwell
ISBN 978-0141184388
Written when Orwell was a struggling writer in his twenties, it documents his
'first contact with poverty'. Here, he painstakingly documents a world of
unrelenting drudgery and squalor - sleeping in bug-infested hostels and doss
houses of last resort, working as a dishwasher in Paris's vile 'Hôtel X',
surviving on scraps and cigarette butts, living alongside tramps, a star-gazing
pavement artist and a starving Russian ex-army captain. Exposing a shocking, previouslyhidden world to his readers, Orwell gave a human face to the statistics of poverty for the first
time - and in doing so, found his voice as a writer.

Erebus – The Story of a Ship by Michael Palin
ISBN 9781784758578
HMS Erebus was one of the great exploring ships, a veteran of groundbreaking expeditions to the ends of the Earth. In 1848, it disappeared in the
Arctic, its fate a mystery. In 2014, it was found. This is its story.
Michael Palin brings the remarkable Erebus back to life, following it from its launch in 1826
to the epic voyages of discovery that led to glory in the Antarctic and to ultimate catastrophe
in the Arctic. The ship was filled with fascinating people: the dashing and popular James
Clark Ross, who charted much of the ‘Great Southern Barrier’; the troubled John Franklin,
whose chequered career culminated in the Erebus's final, disastrous expedition; and the
eager Joseph Dalton Hooker, a brilliant naturalist – when he wasn't shooting the local wildlife
dead.
Vividly recounting the experiences of the men who first set foot on Antarctica’s Victoria Land,
and those who, just a few years later, froze to death one by one in the Arctic ice, beyond the
reach of desperate rescue missions, Erebus is a wonderfully evocative account of a truly
extraordinary adventure, brought to life by a master explorer and storyteller.

The Lightless Sky by Gulwali Passarlay
ISBN 9781782398479
Gulwali Passarlay was sent away from Afghanistan at the age of twelve, after
his father was killed in a gun battle with the US Army. Smuggled into Iran,
Gulwali began a twelvemonth odyssey across Europe, spending time in
prisons, suffering hunger, making a terrifying journey across the Mediterranean
in a tiny boat, and enduring a desolate month in the camp at Calais. Somehow he survived,
and made it to Britain, no longer an innocent child but still a young boy alone. In Britain he
was fostered, sent to a good school, won a place at a top university, and was chosen to
carry the Olympic torch in 2012. Gulwali wants to tell his story - to bring to life the plight of
the thousands of men, women and children who are making this perilous journey every day.
One boy's experience is the central story of our times. This memoir celebrates the triumph of
courage and determination over adversity.

Chernobyl: History of a Tragedy by Serhii Plokhy
ISBN 978-0141988351
On 26 April 1986 at 1.23am a reactor at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant
in Soviet Ukraine exploded. While the authorities scrambled to understand
what was occurring, workers, engineers, firefighters and those living in the
area were abandoned to their fate. The blast put the world on the brink of
nuclear annihilation, contaminating over half of Europe with radioactive fallout.
In Chernobyl, award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy draws on recently opened archives to
recreate these events in all their drama. A moment by moment account of the heroes,
perpetrators and victims of a tragedy, Chernobyl is the first full account of a gripping,
unforgettable Cold War story.

The Psychopath Test by Jon Ronson
ISBN 9780330492270
What if society wasn't fundamentally rational, but was motivated by insanity?
This thought sets Jon Ronson on an utterly compelling adventure into the
world of madness. Along the way, Jon meets psychopaths, those whose lives
have been touched by madness and those whose job it is to diagnose it,
including the influential psychologist who developed the Psychopath Test,
from whom Jon learns the art of psychopath-spotting. A skill which seemingly
reveals that madness could indeed be at the heart of everything . . .
Combining Jon Ronson's trademark humour, charm and investigative incision, The
Psychopath Test is both entertaining and honest, unearthing dangerous truths and asking
serious questions about how we define normality in a world where we are increasingly
judged by our maddest edges.

The Five: The Untold Lives of the Women Killed by Jack the Ripper by Hallie
Rubenhold
ISBN 978-0857524485
Polly, Annie, Elizabeth, Catherine and Mary-Jane are famous for the same
thing, though they never met. They came from Fleet Street, Knightsbridge,
Wolverhampton, Sweden and Wales. They wrote ballads, ran coffee houses,

lived on country estates, they breathed ink-dust from printing presses and escaped peopletraffickers.
What they had in common was the year of their murders: 1888.
Their murderer was never identified, but the name created for him by the press has become
far more famous than any of these five women.
Now, in this devastating narrative of five lives, historian Hallie Rubenhold finally sets the
record straight, and gives these women back their stories.

A Sweet Wild Note by Richard Smyth
ISBN 9781783963775
Birdsong is woven into our culture, our emotions, our landscape; it is the
soundtrack to our world. We have tried to capture this fleeting, ephemeral
beauty, and the feelings it inspires, for millennia. In this fascinating account,
Richard Smyth asks what it is about birdsong that we so love. Exploring the myriad ways in
which it has influenced literature, music, science and our very ideas of what it means to be
British, Smyth’s nuanced investigation shows that what we hear says as much about us, our
dreams and desires, as it does about the birds and their songs. At a time when our birdsong
is growing quieter, with fewer voices, more thinly spread, A Sweet, Wild Note is a celebration
of the complex relationships between birds, people and the land; it is also a passionate call
to arms lest our trees and hedgerows fall silent.
The Voyages of the Princess Matilda by Shane Spall
ISBN 9780091941819
Shane and Tim Spall are on the second leg of a very big adventure, taking
their Dutch barge The Princess Matilda around the coast of Britain. From
Matilda’s winter berth in Cardiff, Shane and Tim follow the Welsh coast, before
ambitiously deciding to visit the Isle of Man and Northern Ireland. Along the
way they cross Cardigan Bay in the company of a pod of dolphins, meet the king and queen
of Piel Island, get lost in shipping lanes near Liverpool, successfully cross the notorious Irish
Sea (twice!), accidentally sail through an army firing range, and experience the matchless
beauty of Scotland’s Caledonian canal. Emerging into the North Sea at Inverness, they set a
course down the east coast for London, back where their journey began.

The Adventures of Maud West, Lady Detective
ISBN 9781509867325
Maud West ran her detective agency in London for more than thirty years,
having starting sleuthing on behalf of society’s finest in 1905. Her exploits
grabbed headlines throughout the world but, beneath the public persona,
she was forced to hide vital aspects of her own identity in order to thrive in
a class-obsessed and male-dominated world. And – as Susannah
Stapleton reveals – she was a most unreliable witness to her own life. Who
was Maud? And what was the reality of being a female private detective in the Golden Age
of Crime?
Interweaving tales from Maud West’s own ‘casebook’ with social history and extensive
original research, Stapleton investigates the stories Maud West told about herself in a quest
to uncover the truth.

With walk-on parts by Dr Crippen and Dorothy L. Sayers, Parisian gangsters and Continental
blackmailers, The Adventures of Maud West, Lady Detective is a portrait of a woman ahead
of her time and a deliciously salacious glimpse into the underbelly of ‘good society’ during
the first half of the twentieth century.
.
Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck
ISBN 9780141186108
When he was almost sixty years old, worried that he might have lost touch
with the sights, the sounds and the essence of America's people, Steinbeck
took note of his itchy feet and prepared to travel. He was accompanied by
his French poodle, Charley, diplomat and watchdog, across the states of
America from Maine to California. Moving through the woods and deserts,
dirt tracks and highways to large cities and glorious wildernesses, Steinbeck observed - with
remarkable honesty and insight, with a humorous and sometimes sceptical eye - America,
and the Americans who inhabited it. What he saw was a lonely, generous nation too packed
with individuals for single judgements; what he saw made him proud, angry, sympathetic and
elated. His vision of how the world was changing still speaks to us prophetically through the
decades.

The House by the Thames by Gillian Tindall
ISBN 9781844130948
Just across the River Thames from St Paul’s Cathedral stands an old and
elegant house. Over the course of almost 450 years the dwelling on this site
has witnessed many changes. From its windows, people have watched the
ferrymen carry Londoners to and from Shakespeare’s Globe; they have gazed
on the Great Fire; they have seen the countrified lanes of London’s marshy
south bank give way to a network of wharves, workshops and tenements – and then seen
these, too, become dust and empty air. Rich with anecdote and colour, this fascinating book
breathes life into the forgotten inhabitants of the house – the prosperous traders; an early
film star; even some of London’s numberless poor. In so doing it makes them stand for
legions of others and for a whole world that we have lost through hundreds of years of
London’s history.

A Life in Death by Richard Venables
ISBN 9781910670910
Detective Inspector Richard Venables (QPM, rtd.) has helped identify
thousands of bodies all over the world, piecing together fragments from
tsunamis, transport and other disasters to return the victims to their loved
ones. A world-renowned expert in Disaster Victim Identification who was a
member of the UK Police’s Major Disaster Advisory Team, Richard’s destiny was shaped in
part by his presence as a uniformed sergeant at the 1989 Hillsborough Disaster. In A Life in
Death, Richard tells his extraordinary story, of how death came to be a key feature of his
personal as well as professional life, as well as how he coped with the biggest challenge of
his life: the 2004 Asian Tsunami, the deadliest event of its kind ever experienced by human
civilization, claiming 230,000 lives. Upon his retirement from the Police in 2006, Richard was
awarded the Queen’s Police Medal in recognition of his distinguished service. In A Life in
Death, Richard takes us behind the scenes of extraordinary events, explaining with
compassion and searing honesty the absolute necessity of his work, his life’s passion.

The Hare With Amber Eyes by Edmund de Waal
ISBN 9780099539551
264 wood and ivory carvings, none of them bigger than a matchbox: Edmund
de Waal was entranced when he first encountered the collection in his great
uncle Iggie's Tokyo apartment. When he later inherited the 'netsuke', they
unlocked a story far larger and more dramatic than he could ever have
imagined. From a burgeoning empire in Odessa to fin de siecle Paris, from occupied Vienna
to Tokyo, Edmund de Waal traces the netsuke's journey through generations of his
remarkable family against the backdrop of a tumultuous century.

And The Band Played On… by Christopher Ward
ISBN 9781444707965
On 14th April 1912 the Titanic struck an iceberg on her maiden voyage and
sank. Fifteen hundred passengers and crew lost their lives. As the order to
abandon ship was given, the orchestra took their instruments on deck and
continued to play. They were still playing when the ship went down. The
violinist, 21 year-old Jock Hume, knew that his fiancé, Mary, was expecting their first child,
the author's mother. One hundred years later, Christopher Ward reveals a dramatic story of
love, loss and betrayal, and the catastrophic impact of Jock's death on two very different
Scottish families. He paints a vivid portrait of an age in which class determined the way you
lived - and died. An outstanding piece of historical detective work, AND THE BAND PLAYED
ON is also a moving account of how the author's quest to learn more about his grandfather
revealed the shocking truth about a family he thought he knew, a truth that had been hidden
for nearly a hundred years.

Walking the Nile by Levison Wood
ISBN 9781471135651
His journey is 4,250 miles long.
He is walking every step of the way, camping in the wild, foraging for food,
fending for himself against multiple dangers.
He is passing through rainforest, savannah, swamp, desert and lush delta oasis. He will
cross seven, very different countries. No one has ever made this journey on foot.
In this detailed, thoughtful, inspiring and dramatic book, recounting Levison Wood's walk
along the length of the Nile, he will uncover the history of the Nile, yet through the people he
meets and who will help him with his journey, he will come face to face with the great story of
a modern Africa emerging out of the past. Exploration and Africa are two of his great
passions - they drive him on and motivate his inquisitiveness and resolution not to fail, yet
the challenges of the terrain, the climate, the animals, the people and his own psychological
resolution will throw at him are immense.
The dangers are very real, but so is the motivation for this ex-army officer. If he can
overcome the mental and physical challenges, he will be walking into history…

Jane Austen at Home by Lucy Worsley
ISBN 978-1529111033
On the 200th anniversary of Jane Austen's death, historian Lucy Worsley
leads us into the rooms from which our best-loved novelist quietly changed the
world.
This new telling of the story of Jane's life shows us how and why she lived as she did,
examining the places and spaces that mattered to her. It wasn't all country houses and
ballrooms, but a life that was often a painful struggle. Jane famously lived a 'life without
incident', but with new research and insights Lucy Worsley reveals a passionate woman who
fought for her freedom. A woman who far from being a lonely spinster in fact had at least five
marriage prospects, but who in the end refused to settle for anything less than Mr Darcy.

